Veterans of all stripes
attend Heroes Hall
groundbreaking

On Wednesday morning March 16, several hundred civic, business
and elected leaders, dignitaries and war veterans celebrated
the groundbreaking of the new Heroes Hall veteran exhibit that
have a permanent home at the 0C Fair & Event Center.

“This is dedicated to the honor and sacrifices to those who
served our country,” said Michele Richards, the vice president
of business development for the fair and event center.

Richards was one of a number of speakers who included board
members Doug La Belle and Nick Beradino and Bolton Colburn,
who runs the Exhibits and Education Department at the fair and
event center.

The groundbreaking duties for what will be the county’s first
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museum dedicated to veterans fell to those who served in wars
from Afghanistan to World War II.

Those veterans included one of the last remaining Tuskegee
Airmen, Robert Friend, Korean War vet Robert Dugan, Vietnam
vet Frank Orzio, Desert Storm vet Douglas Wooley and Claudia
Acosta of the U.S. Army.

The 0C Fair & Event Center was once part of the Santa Ana Army
Air base, a 1,300-plus acre training facility that was active
during World War II. That base is now home to the fairgrounds,
Orange Coast College, Costa Mesa High School, Davis Elementary
and TeWinkle Park.

“As the former home of the Santa Ana Army Air Base, the 0OC
Fair & Event Center is a natural fit for the Heroes Hall
Exhibit. We are honored to host this historic exhibit and look
forward to seeing it become a reality in the coming months,”
the fair’s CEO Kathy Kramer said in a statement.

The exhibit is expected to encompass more than 12,000 square
feet with indoor/outdoor exhibit space. The former “Memorial
Gardens” building will be relocated and reconstructed as part
of the overall exhibit, which will also include memorabilia
and tributes to California veterans.

Crews are expected to break ground in March with an expected
completion date of Veteran’'s Day, Nov. 11, 2016. The exhibit
is expected to attract more than 1.5 million visitors each
year.

In 2015, the 0C Fair & Event Center Board voted in favor of a
$2 million contribution to start the funding efforts for
Heroes Hall.
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The Board also approved the creation of the Heroes Hall
Veterans Foundation to lead in fundraising for the ongoing
maintenance and operation of Heroes Hall.

The city of Costa Mesa donated $25,000 toward the project, one
of many local entities who have showed their support.

To learn more about how to donate and for periodic updates on
the Heroes Hall exhibit click here.
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