Heroes Hall dedication set
for this Veterans Day

The 0C Fair & Event Center will celebrate the Nov. 11
Veterans Day holiday Friday with a public dedication and
ribbon-cutting ceremony for its new Heroes Hall veterans
museum at 1 p.m. at the 0C Fair & Event Center.

Heroes Hall at the 0C Fair & Event Center will be a permanent,
year-round museum with exhibitions, performances and
educational programs that celebrate the legacy of Orange
County veterans and others who have served our nation. The
two-story exhibition space will rotate themes semi-annually
with each focusing on an aspect of the personal stories and
experiences of veterans.

The event free to the public.

The fairgrounds property was once part of the Santa Ana Army
Air Base, a 1,300-plus-acre training facility active during
World War II. Orange Coast College, Vanguard University, Costa
Mesa High School, Davis Elementary School, Tewinkle Park and
several commercial and residential areas are also on former
army air base land.

The dedication ceremony will be a salute to local veterans and
veterans groups including Vincent Okamoto — the most decorated
Japanese American veteran of the Vietnam War and a Los Angeles
Superior Court judge — and Santa Ana Army Air Base veterans.

Approved by the 0C Fair & Event Center Board of Directors in
2014, Heroes Hall is expected to encompass more than 12,000
square feet with indoor/outdoor exhibit space. Crews broke
ground in March and the former “Memorial Gardens,” a two-
story, 5,000-square-foot WWII-era building, was placed on the
site in April to house exhibitions.
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Crews have been diligently working on the building and the
surrounding courtyard which 1includes a 50-foot-wide
centerpiece designed after the Congressional Medal of Honor,
the highest U.S. military decoration that is awarded by
Congress for gallantry and bravery in combat at the risk of
life above and beyond the call of duty. Construction is
expected to be completed by the end of this year.

The City of Costa Mesa donated $50,000 toward the construction
of Heroes Hall.

Attendees on Friday are also invited to attend the free
Veterans + Labor Community Celebration scheduled at the 0C
Fair & Event Center on the same day from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Details for the community event are available here.

The Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit,
provides fundraising support for exhibitions, education,
programs and operation. Information about how to become
involved and make a contribution 1is available at
ocheroeshall.org.

For more information about Heroes Hall visit
ocfair.com/heroeshall.

Heroes Hall is at the 0C Fair & Event Center, which is located
off the 405 and 55 freeways at 88 Fair Drive in Costa Mesa.
For more information about the event center, please visit
ocfair.com, become a fan on Facebook.com/0CFair, follow us at
twitter.com/ocfair or call (714) 708-1500.
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Costa Mesa public safety
staff honored at annual
chamber barbecue lunch

Costa Mesa’'s public safety employees were treated to a free
lunchtime barbecue at the 0C Fair & Event Center care of the
Costa Mesa Chamber of Commerce that included live music and
performances from the Orange Coast College cheerleaders.

About 200 people attended this year’s Public Safety
Recognition Barbecue on Thursday Oct. 8, including 90 police,
fire and dispatch personnel.

Guests were served up dishes of chicken, tri-tip steak, mashed
potatoes, vegetables and salad.

The community and civic leaders in attendance which included
City Council Members Katrina Foley and Sandy Genis, 0C Fair &
Event Center CEO Kathy Kramer, Orange Coast College President
Dennis Harkins, Costa Mesa Police Chief Rob Sharpnack and Fire
Chief Dan Stefano.

“It was an honor to attend today’s Public Safety Recognition
Barbecue,” Chief Sharpnack said. “On behalf of the CMPD staff,
I want to thank the Chamber of Commerce for their generosity
and others in attendance for their support of public safety
personnel. We are proud to serve the Chamber of Commerce
membership and look forward to collaborating in the future to
make Costa Mesa an even greater city in which to live, work,
and visit.”

Chamber of Commerce CEO Eileen Benjamin said the chamber 1is
proud to honor the city’'s protectors.

“The men and women of our Fire, Police and Communications
departments keep our community safe and are willing to put
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their lives at risk for us every workday,” said Benjamin, who
emceed the event along with Chamber President Tom Johnson.
“This event is a small way to demonstrate our appreciation.
It is wonderful to see many supporters joining together to
show gratitude to these fine guardians. The people of Costa
Mesa are inspiring in so many ways.”

In addition to the 0C Fair & Event Center donating the venue,
the Orange County Marketplace donated the catering and other
supporters were Care Ambulance, Harbor Center and ICI
Development, Metro Pro Towing and The Triangle. Longtime
Chamber Board of Director member Patty Mason was also
instrumental in supporting this event, and the music was
provided by the Mike Donahue band.

Two arrests made in Trump
rally protests, suspect 1in
police car vandalism sought

Costa Mesa detectives have made two arrests for the vandalism
to the police vehicles that took place Thursday April 28 at
the Donald Trump campaign rally at the Pacific Amphitheater at
the O0C Fair and Event Center and have compiled an image of the
suspect they believe damaged a police car that night.

Both of the arrestees were juveniles and Costa Mesa residents.
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Click here to read a bulletin regarding the outstanding
suspect.

The Trump event was under the jurisdiction of the Orange
County Sheriff’s Department.

The Costa Mesa Police Department assisted and was primarily
tasked with handling traffic control on the outlying streets
surrounding the fairgrounds. Based on news sources
approximately 31,000 attended the rally.

After the event ended, event attendees and protesters flooded
the intersections along Fair Drive from Fairview Road to
Newport Boulevard.

The Costa Mesa Police Department and the Orange County Sheriff
Department responded and requested mutual aid assistance from
surrounding law enforcement agencies to manage the large
crowds leaving the fairgrounds.

The crowd’s participation elevated to the level of civil
unrest with incidents of vandalism and assaults occurring.

The Costa Mesa Police Department has proactively investigated
the criminal incidents to identify and hold the responsible
parties accountable for their actions. The 1incidents
investigated by the CMPD are:

= Vandalisms — Four vandalism incidents were taken and/or
reported by the CMPD. One incident consisted of the
vandalism to six CMPD marked patrol vehicles. The other
three vandalisms were to motorists who reported damage
to their vehicles. There were no investigative leads for
those other three incidents.

» Assaults — Two assault incidents were reported to the
CMPD. One incident involved a CMPD officer being hit in
the helmet with a rock and the second was of a citizen
being hit in the head with a fist. Both assault cases
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are still being investigated.

In addition to the above investigations, an additional assault
incident and a reckless driving incident is being handled by
the 0CSD. These investigations are ongoing.

The Costa Mesa Police Department continues to vigorously
pursue 1investigative leads to identify and hold the
responsible parties accountable for their involvement in the
activities which occurred after the Trump rally in Costa Mesa.
We will pursue all means to ensure that we recover full
restitution for the cost of the city’s damaged property.

Individuals with information and/or who can assist with
identifying the outstanding vandalism suspect are asked to
contact Detective Peters at 714.754.5198.

Parks and Community Services
presented with prestigious
award

Costa Mesa Parks and Community Services staff attended that
California Park & Recreation Society (CPRS) annual conference
in Long Beach to pick up a big statewide award during the
closing gala.

The Costa Mesa staff was one of only seven agencies presented
with an “Award of Excellence” for creating community through
innovative programming.
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The city won the award for its Ranch Afterschool Program,
which is a collaboration with the 0C Fair & Event Center and
the Newport-Mesa Unified School District.

During this unique after school experience, students focus on
agricultural concepts like gardening, livestock, and leather
working.

The students have a hands-on experience caring for animals on
the Farm which includes: chickens, sheep, pigs, goats, llamas,
cattle, and horses.

They 1learn responsible animal care by cleaning stalls,
grooming, and exercising the animals.

Additionally, the Farm dedicates land for each student to
create and maintain an individual garden. Students’ gardening
responsibilities include planting, watering, fertilizing,
weeding, inspecting for pests and harvesting their plot.

Agricultural education helps children learn about healthy food


http://www.ocfair.com/ocf2/
http://web.nmusd.us/

choices and teaches them different ways to access fresh fruits
and vegetables. Most importantly, students begin to
understand the deep impact agriculture has in their lives
past, future and present.

“This free program is a true collaboration and would not be
possible without the support of the Orange County
Fairgrounds,” said Ashley Ocasio, the city’s assistant
recreation supervisor. “This strategic partnership provides
many Costa Mesa youth the opportunity to experience an unique
after-school program, in which the focus in on agriculture and
farming”

The California Park & Recreation Society awards program
recognizes outstanding achievement in the areas of facility
design, park planning, marketing and communication, and
community improvement and programming through demonstrating
the principals of resourcefulness, execution, accomplishment
and alignment with the parks and recreation mission.



Veterans of all stripes
attend Heroes Hall
groundbreaking

On Wednesday morning March 16, several hundred civic, business
and elected leaders, dignitaries and war veterans celebrated
the groundbreaking of the new Heroes Hall veteran exhibit that
have a permanent home at the 0C Fair & Event Center.

“This is dedicated to the honor and sacrifices to those who
served our country,” said Michele Richards, the vice president
of business development for the fair and event center.

Richards was one of a number of speakers who included board
members Doug La Belle and Nick Beradino and Bolton Colburn,
who runs the Exhibits and Education Department at the fair and


https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/veterans-of-all-stripes-attend-heroes-hall-groundbreaking/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/veterans-of-all-stripes-attend-heroes-hall-groundbreaking/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/veterans-of-all-stripes-attend-heroes-hall-groundbreaking/
http://www.ocfair.com/heroeshall/
http://www.ocfair.com/2016/index.asp

event center.

The groundbreaking duties for what will be the county’s first
museum dedicated to veterans fell to those who served in wars
from Afghanistan to World War II.

Those veterans included one of the last remaining Tuskegee
Airmen, Robert Friend, Korean War vet Robert Dugan, Vietnam
vet Frank Orzio, Desert Storm vet Douglas Wooley and Claudia
Acosta of the U.S. Army.

The 0C Fair & Event Center was once part of the Santa Ana Army
Air base, a 1,300-plus acre training facility that was active
during World War II. That base is now home to the fairgrounds,
Orange Coast College, Costa Mesa High School, Davis Elementary
and TeWinkle Park.

“As the former home of the Santa Ana Army Air Base, the 0C
Fair & Event Center is a natural fit for the Heroes Hall
Exhibit. We are honored to host this historic exhibit and look
forward to seeing it become a reality in the coming months,”
the fair’s CEO Kathy Kramer said in a statement.

The exhibit is expected to encompass more than 12,000 square
feet with indoor/outdoor exhibit space. The former “Memorial
Gardens” building will be relocated and reconstructed as part
of the overall exhibit, which will also include memorabilia
and tributes to California veterans.

Crews are expected to break ground in March with an expected
completion date of Veteran’'s Day, Nov. 11, 2016. The exhibit
is expected to attract more than 1.5 million visitors each
year.

In 2015, the 0C Fair & Event Center Board voted in favor of a


https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
http://tuskegeeairmen.org/
http://tuskegeeairmen.org/

$2 million contribution to start the funding efforts for
Heroes Hall.

The Board also approved the creation of the Heroes Hall
Veterans Foundation to lead in fundraising for the ongoing
maintenance and operation of Heroes Hall.

The city of Costa Mesa donated $25,000 toward the project, one
of many local entities who have showed their support.

To learn more about how to donate and for periodic updates on
the Heroes Hall exhibit click here.

City joins 1in celebration of
Tet Festival and Lunar New
Year at 0C Fair and Event
Center

Council Member Sandra Genis and members of the city staff
attended the opening of the 35th Annual USVA Tet Festival this
past weekend at the 0C Fair and Event Center.
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Costa Mesa was once again home the world’s largest Tet
Festival, attracting over 60,000 guests to the three-day
event.

Featuring <culturally enriching attractions, 1live
entertainment, festive games and rides, a variety of ethnic
foods, and a spectacular firecrackers show, the festival
celebrated the Lunar New Year and the “Year of the Monkey.”

UVSA 1is a 501(c)3 non-profit, non-partisan, community-based
organization founded in 1982 to bring together Vietnamese
American youth including students from different colleges and
high schools throughout Southern California.

The festival serves as a vehicle to help develop student
volunteers in the community to become well-rounded leaders
with a strong sense of cultural awareness and civic
responsibility to improve their communities.

Over the past 15 years, UVSA’s members have awarded over $1.25
million of festival proceeds as community grants to non-profit
organizations across Southern California.



