Private Costa Mesa School
Teacher named as one of the
top 25 1in county

Mariners Christian School of Costa Mesa announced that its
beloved fourth grade teacher, Kristin Knecht of Mission Viejo,
was chosen as one of the Top 25 Teachers in Orange County for
2016 by OC Parenting Magazine.

The surprise announcement came in Knecht’s classroom, who
received balloons, flowers, and cheers from fellow teachers,
administrators, and her students.

Knecht has over 20 years of teaching experience in fourth
grade, four of them at MCS.
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“Mrs. Knecht is dedicated to the idea of fostering creativity,
imagination, and finding ways to apply content to the real
world to motivate her students. She desires to know the unique
dreams and aspirations of each student in the classroom in
order to make learning come alive,” said Elementary Principal
Reggie Biancalani.

One of Knecht'’s educational commitments is to model for her
students what it means to be a “lifelong learner” by pursuing
professional development opportunities as often as she can.

From attending the California Math Council Conference so that
she can teach her students to think 1like mathematicians, to
the latest training on Literacy from Columbia University
Teacher College Reading and Writing Program, Knecht 1is ready
to implement top teaching strategies to benefit her class.

She understands the importance of assessing growth as vital
data to ensure students are increasing their level of
achievement.

Recently she helped implement a new national standardized
assessment program called MAP (Measure of Academic Progress)
geared towards identifying students’ strengths and weakness 1in
the math, reading, and language.

This year, Knecht served on the school’s accreditation
steering committee, the admissions committee, and she 1is
instrumental in co-leading a group of 130 parents and 4th
grade students to Sacramento and San Francisco each spring to
make social studies come alive.

In addition to being a wife of 17 years and mother to her
daughter Riley (an MCS student), teaching is truly Knecht's
passion, and it is not uncommon to find students from years
past visiting her classroom for a hug and pep talk.
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