
Fidel  Gamboa  receives  CEO
Leadership Award
Costa Mesa CEO Tom Hatch presented Chief of Code Enforcement
Fidel Gamboa with the CEO Leadership Award at the monthly Meet
and Greet event on Thursday Oct. 27 where new employees are
welcomed and new promotions celebrated.

“Controversy  often  accompanies  the  cases  Code  Enforcement
handles,” Hatch said. “And there can be many heart breaking
reasons why a resident is not complying with Code.  Fidel has
honed the skill of balancing the direction of City officials
and compliance with Code, while compassionately dealing with
residents.”

Named Chief of Code Enforcement in February of 2015, Gamboa
oversees 12 full-time and part-time Code Enforcement Officers
as well as a management analyst and one support staff.

Code Enforcement is responsible for enforcing a variety of
complaints including those involving dilapidated properties,
group homes, and homeless matters. Since the beginning of the
year,  more  than  1,700  cases  have  been  opened  to  address
complaints received from a variety of sources including the
online Costa Mesa Connect and telephone hotline.

Gamboa was also instrumental in establishing the new Community
Improvement  Division  of  Development  Services,  providing
assessments of current staffing and their deployment as well
as  comparing  our  Code  and  with  those  of  other  cities,
formulating  recommendations  to  improve  the  division  where
appropriate.

With the exception of a small stint at the City of Irvine,
Fidel has worked for the City of Costa Mesa since 1994 as a
Crime  Scene  Specialist  in  the  Police  Department  but,
primarily,  in  Code  Enforcement  since  2000.   He  has  a
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bachelor’s  degree  in  social  sciences  from  UC  Irvine.

In addition to honoring Gamboa, CEO Hatch welcomed several new
employees  including,  Nadia  Flores,  Office  Specialist,  City
Clerk Division; Johnwilly Aglupos and Roger Rath, Assistant
Planners,  Development  Services;  Danielle  Garza,   Permit
Processing Specialist, Finance Department.

In the Parks and Community Services Department new employees
include  Geovanny  Benitez   and  Jordan  Brucelas,  Recreation
Leader III; Karen Caspa, Trenton Cooper, Silvia Hernandez,
Matthew  Nguyen,  Tu  Nguyen,  Sunya  Ungar-Rujijanyawat  Janet
Zuazo, Recreation Leader, Jason Ramos, Recreation Leader IV
and  Paul  Lopez  –  Maintenance  Worker;  and  from  the  Police
Department, Michele Wilson, Police Records Technician.

Those  celebrating  promotions  included  Heather  Hamilton
promoted  to  Management  Aide  in  the  Information  Technology
department and Laura Gomez and Gabriela Ruiz who were both
promoted  to  Recreation  Leader  IV  in  Parks  and  Community
Services.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Time  for  some  Easter  ‘Egg-
Citement’ this Saturday
Costa Mesa real estate company Torelli Realty is proud to
announce its annual Egg Hunt, “Egg-Citement” will take place
this Saturday, March 26 from 9:30 a.m. to -12 p.m. at Tanager
Park.

Torelli Realty has sponsored this event for over 25 years and
it is a highlight of the spring season for children and adults
alike.

Egg-Citement offers an Egg Hunt that is broken down into age
groups for the children. The first round of the egg hunt for
children from 2-4 starts at 10 a.m. and each successive age
group goes for 15 minutes, grabbing candy and toys, until
everyone  gets  through.  There  will  also  be  pony  rides,  a
petting  zoo  with  small  live  farm  animals,  coloring  and
jellybean contests, and a bounce house.

The Easter Bunny himself will also be present and available to
take photos with all attendees.

Besides  being  a  highly  anticipated  event  that  brings  the
community together, Egg-Citement also gives local schools a
chance  to  do  some  much  needed  fundraising.  The  event  and
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attractions  are  free,  however  several  local
schools/organizations  will  be  selling  concessions  to  raise
money for their programs.

Click here to see a flier about the event.

Parks and Community Services
presented  with  prestigious
award
Costa Mesa Parks and Community Services staff attended that
California Park & Recreation Society (CPRS) annual conference
in Long Beach to pick up a big statewide award during the
closing gala.

The Costa Mesa staff was one of only seven agencies presented
with an “Award of Excellence” for creating community through
innovative programming.
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The city won the award for its Ranch Afterschool Program,
which is a collaboration with the OC Fair & Event Center and
the Newport-Mesa Unified School District.

During this unique after school experience,  students focus on
agricultural concepts like gardening, livestock, and leather
working.

The students have a hands-on experience caring for animals on
the Farm which includes: chickens, sheep, pigs, goats, llamas,
cattle, and horses.

They  learn  responsible  animal  care  by  cleaning  stalls,
grooming, and exercising the animals.

Additionally, the Farm dedicates land for each student to
create and maintain an individual garden. Students’ gardening
responsibilities  include  planting,  watering,  fertilizing,
weeding, inspecting for pests and harvesting their plot.

Agricultural education helps children learn about healthy food

http://www.ocfair.com/ocf2/
http://web.nmusd.us/


choices and teaches them different ways to access fresh fruits
and  vegetables.   Most  importantly,  students  begin  to
understand the deep impact agriculture has in their lives
past, future and present.

“This free program is a true collaboration and would not be
possible  without  the  support  of  the  Orange  County
Fairgrounds,”  said  Ashley  Ocasio,  the  city’s  assistant
recreation  supervisor.  “This  strategic  partnership  provides
many Costa Mesa youth the opportunity to experience an unique
after-school program, in which the focus in on agriculture and
farming”

The  California  Park  &  Recreation  Society  awards  program
recognizes outstanding achievement in the areas of facility
design,  park  planning,  marketing  and  communication,  and
community  improvement  and  programming  through  demonstrating
the principals of resourcefulness, execution, accomplishment
and alignment with the parks and recreation mission.


