Orange County DA Rackauckus
says state measures and laws
are contributing to crime
spike

Orange County District Attorney Tony Rackauckus told a Costa
Mesa Chamber of Commerce breakfast crowd that state laws that
make it harder for law enforcement to put criminals in jail
are bad news for communities where crime is now on the rise
and he warned that similar laws could be passed in November.

Speaking to chamber members gathered at the Costa Mesa Country
Club, Rackauckus decried the passage of AB 109, which allows
early release of those convicted of so-called victimless
crimes and Proposition 47, a statewide measure that
reclassified a whole list of felonies to misdemeanors.

“It’'s a big problem and it’s a growing problem,” Rackauckus
said of the spike in the number of offenders who are either
back on the street or getting slaps on the wrists for burglary
and robbery. “Crime is on the increase.”

The district attorney said tougher laws passed in the 1990s,
like the Three Strikes law that sent criminals to jail for
life after three major offenses, had brought the crime rate
down to historic lows. But he said the latest measures are
making it harder for law enforcement to do its job and
reversing those years of progress.

“The Three Strikes law was great and put a lot of career
criminals in prison,” he said. “It was part of a national wave
to reduce crime.”

Rackauckus told the crowd that in 2015 his staff of 800
prosecutors and investigators reviewed 70,000 cases. Of those
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cases, 58,000 charges were filed with a 92% felony conviction
rate.

He also said he has worked with other DAs to get a measure on
the ballot, Proposition 66, that would make the death penalty
more efficient.

But he warned of a competing measure, Proposition 62, that
would eliminate the death penalty and Propositon 57, which if
passed would make parole hearings easier to get for those
behind bars.

That measure would potentially make 35,000 to 45,000 criminals
eligible for parole.



