Costa Mesa police join the
fight to combat human
trafficking in county

Speaking to a crowd of about 150 spectators in front of City
Hall, Police Chief Rob Sharpnack announced that Costa Mesa
will join other law enforcement and social services agencies
in the Orange County Human Trafficking Task Force to crack
down on sex trade criminals who are leaving a wake of young
victims throughout the county.

“It’'s truly an honor for the Costa Mesa Police Department to
join this effort,” Chief Sharpnack said as he urged members of
the public to report incidents of human trafficking that they
may witness through the National Hotline number at
1-888-3737-888. “You can be the one to help a victim find
safety and new hope.”

Sharpnack announced that human trafficking is on the increase
in Orange County and Costa Mesa Police will assign one full-
time officer to the human trafficking detail.

“It’'s the second largest criminal enterprise in the world and
it is the fastest growing,” Chief Sharpnack said.

https://youtu.be/xEoN2Rc4ZLI

Chief Sharpnack was joined by Mayor Steve Mensinger, Anaheim
Police Deputy Chief Julian Harvey, Director of Victim
Assistance Programs for Community Services Programs Lita
Mercado and District Attorney Tony Rackaukus at a press
conference in front of City Hall on Friday morning Sept. 9.

Also in attendance were Councilmembers Katrina Foley and Jim
Righeimer and many law enforcement personnel from throughout
the county.
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“Costa Mesa will do everything in our power to combat human
trafficking in our city, as well as support this important
regional effort” Mayor Mensinger said.

Mercado’s group, the Community Services Programs based in
Santa Ana, cofounded the task force in 2004, which consists of
law enforcement personnel from Anaheim, Costa Mesa, Santa Ana,
Irvine, the California Highway Patrol, the 0C Sheriff, the
FBI, Homeland Security, the U.S. Attorney and 0C District
Attorney office.

Since 2004, the task force has worked to identify the origin
of the victims and how they wound up being part of this tragic
trend. Only a little more than 20 percent come from Orange
County, though much of the trafficking occurs here with the
pimps using Beach and Harbor Boulevards as major corridors.

The task force aided and provided assistance to 580 sex and
labor trafficking victims.

In addition the task force not only goes after the pimps who
brutalize these young victims and exploit them as sex slaves,
but also those who pay to have sex with them.

“We now have the purchasers of sex in our sights,” Anaheim
Deputy Chief Harvey said. “We will be looking for you and you
will go to jail.”

District Attorney Rackauckus also noted there was an uptick in
violence against those kept captive and he provided gruesome
details of some of the injuries these young women, and in some
cases children, receive. He said that his office has
experienced more and more gang members, many from the Fresno
area, taking part in these illegal activities and he vowed to
put the perpetrators behind bars.

“We are working to get them the longest sentences possible so
we can put them out of business,” he said.



Click here for more information and links to data on the 0C
Human Trafficking Task Force website. And click here for more
information on Community Service Programs.
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