The Community Emergency
Response Team Program
Celebrates 30 Years of
Service to Local Area

This year marks the 30" Anniversary of the Community
Emergency Response Team program and to celebrate, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency partnered with California
Volunteers, NBC Universal, and other CERT partners across
nation to host a National CERT conference in Universal City
earlier this month.

CERT Program Coordinators from Costa Mesa (Brenda Emrick),
Newport Beach (Matt Brisbois), Huntington Beach (Brevyn
Mettler) and Laguna Beach (Jordan Villwock) were an integral
part of the National CERT Conference and have all played key
roles in the success of CERT.

The recent CERT conference provided an opportunity to pay
tribute to the contributions of the extraordinary community
volunteers locally and across the globe, as well as an
opportunity to recognize the leaders of the CERT programs they
serve locally, and at the state and national levels.

“Brenda, Matt, Brevyn, and Jordan have individually and
collectively gone well above and beyond to represent our
respective agencies and the communities we serve in an
exemplary manner,” Costa Mesa Fire Chief Dan Stefano said.
“We are extremely fortunate to have this talented foursome
working together to train and develop our CERT volunteers to
assist our first responders in making our communities and the
entire region more actively prepared for any emergency or
disaster.”
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CERT program partners from throughout Orange County in fire
and law enforcement have supported and taken part in state-
sponsored instructor training courses and are assets in the
development of citizen preparedness drills and exercises to
improve and enhance the resiliency of the people in Orange
County.

There are more than 28 Orange County city-sponsored CERT
programs including Teen, Campus and Workplace programs
registered on the National CERT website. Orange County CERT
programs have been recognized nationally by FEMA for their
training, best practices activities, and program
organization. For additional information on a CERT program
near you, please contact your local fire department or law
enforcement agency.



