February City Manager
Leadership Award goes to
police records veteran Sandra
Lozano

City Manager Tom Hatch presented Costa Mesa Police employee
Sandra Lozano with this month’s City Manager Leadership Award
at the Thursday Feb. 23 Meet and Greet event at City Hall.

“Sandra exemplifies our commitment to provide the highest
levels of service to the residents of Costa Mesa,” Hatch said.
“She is a leader and dedicated employee not only amongst her
peers in the Police Department but for the entire city
organization.”

A Police Records and Evidence Administrator, she oversees the
Records and Evidence Bureau, consisting of both the Records
and the Property and Evidence units. These are two major areas
of responsibility, which are critical to the Police
Department’s daily operations.

Lozano’s leadership style is based on communication, regular
interaction with staff and mentoring. She is also part of the
department’s Peer Support Program, where she 1is regularly
sought by individuals for her approachability, input,
guidance, or council, Hatch noted. Additionally, her
commitment and efforts put into matters behind the scenes 1is
unmeasurable, he said.

Out of her many accomplishments, one of the more notable ones
is her work as the department’s SunGard Administrator,
responsible for the City’s Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) and
Records Management System (RMS). Lozano has been involved with
the system since 2013 and has been critical to the system’s
implementation and development since then.
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A 12-year Costa Mesa employee, Lozano previously worked for
the Whittier Police Department, where she served over 14 years
and achieved the rank of Records Supervisor. She graduated
with honors from the University of La Verne, where she
received a Bachelor of Science in Organizational Management.
She has also been the recipient of the Costa Mesa Police
Department’s Civilian of the Year Award for 2008 and
Supervisor of the Year Award for 2015.

In addition to honoring Lozano, City Manager Hatch welcomed
several new employees and commended one for a promotion.

Joining the city in the Parks and Community Services
Department is Jennifer Crisol — Recreation Leader II, Claude
Garrett — Recreation Leader II, Sierra Grindstaff — Recreation
Leader I, Tyler Hoang — Recreation Leader II, Gabriela Lopez -
Recreation Leader II, Tyler Palmer — Recreation Leader II and
Jodie Mccann the department’s new Management Analyst

From the Police Department, Hatch welcomed new Officer Erik
Nippert, a recent Sheriff Academy graduate as well as Isail
Flores Barrera, a Public Services intern.

He also congratulated Kelly Dalton on his recent promotion to
Engineering Technician III.



Costa Mesa Police announce
they have suspect in 20-year-
old murder-rape cold case of
0CC student

The Costa Mesa Police Department in a press conference
Thursday morning identified the suspect in the 1997 cold case
rape-murder of 26-year-old Sunny Adrienne Sudweeks.

COILIDHGAID,  BIOMUCIIDIE,

SUNNY ADRIENNE SUDWEEKS

The identity of the suspect has been unknown until recently
and after extensive follow-up investigation and exhausting all
avenues to capture the suspect, CMPD hopes to bring the
suspect to justice by making his identity known.

Felipe Vianney Hernandez Tellez, 43, has been identified as
the homicide suspect who raped and murdered Sudweeks in 1997.

Click here for a Spanish language version of the press
release.

CMPD was assisted in this investigation by the Orange County
Cold Case Task Force, the Orange County Crime Lab, the Orange
County District Attorney’s (OCDA) TracKRS Unit, U.S. Marshals
Service, Santa Ana ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations
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Unit, Santa Ana School Police, and the California Department
of Justice.

“While we can never make up for the loss associated with this
heinous and vile crime, my hope is that we can provide some
sense of closure and make life a little easier for the
Sudweeks family,” said Chief of Police Robert N. Sharpnack.
“My staff worked hard to get to this point but we will not
stop until this despicable individual is behind bars.”

Felipe Vianney Hernandez Tellez

At the time of the murder, Hernandez, then 23 years old, was
living in Santa Ana but had previously lived in Costa Mesa
from approximately 1991 to 1993.

SUSPECT FROM BOOKING 2000

FELIPE VIANNEY HERNANDEZ TELLEZ 05-26-1973

Two years prior to the murder, Hernandez was arrested on Dec.
4, 1995, by Newport Beach Police Department and his
fingerprints were collected. He was subsequently charged and
convicted of second-degree burglary.

He was also arrested on May 20, 2000, by the Santa Ana Police
Department and subsequently charged and convicted for domestic
violence. His fingerprints were placed in the fingerprint
database in 2000.
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In 2006, Hernandez fled the United States, and returned to
Mexico. It is believed that he currently lives somewhere 1in
the state of Oaxaca with his new family to include his wife
and three children. He is possibly living near the resort town
of Puerto Escondido. He previously worked as a painter and
currently delivers rotisserie chickens to customers. Hernandez
frequents his mother’s home in Huitzuco, Guerrero.

Murder of Sudweeks

Sudweeks was a 26-year-old photography student at Orange Coast
College and worked part-time at an Aaron Brothers. At the time
of the murder, she was living with her boyfriend and a
roommate, who both worked night shifts as cab drivers.

On the night of Feb. 22, 1997, Sudweeks was home in her
upstairs apartment in the 1000 block of Mission Drive in Costa
Mesa. That night, she had several phone conversations, and
evidence shows that her last conversation with a girlfriend
took place around 11:00 p.m.

On Feb. 23, 1997, between 12:00 a.m. and 4:00 a.m., it 1is
believed that Hernandez entered Sudweeks’ upstairs apartment
where the victim was sleeping in one of the three bedrooms and
raped and murdered Sudweeks by strangling her. It is believed
that Hernandez then subsequently fled the scene.

Sudweeks'’ boyfriend and roommate returned early that morning
to find Sudweeks’ body lying in her bed. Her boyfriend
immediately called 911. At approximately 4:55 a.m., CMPD
officers and detectives arrived at the scene and began their
investigation.

Click here to see a slideshow from the press conference.

Investigation and Identification of the Suspect

Over the course of the initial investigation, CMPD collected
over 130 DNA samples and 265 pieces of evidence. They
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canvassed the area and conducted extensive interviews, passed
out police bulletin fliers, and distributed a press release
regarding the murder. A month after the homicide, fingerprints
from the crime scene were input into the fingerprint database
but returned no match. The DNA sample that was collected
returned a profile but no name in the DNA database. With no
leads to pursue, the case went cold.

Between 1997 and 2009, CMPD conducted due diligence reviews of
the case file but found nothing new to advance the case.

In 2009, the case was reviewed due to new developments in DNA
technology. CMPD and then-Deputy District Attorney Camille
Hill, who specialized in DNA, conducted a DNA review. The case
remained cold with no leads to a suspect.

Between 2010 and 2016, CMPD routinely reviewed the case file.
In 2011, 2012, and 2014, the suspect’s DNA was run in a state
database for a familial match but no match was made.

In November 2016, Parabon NanolLabs provided CMPD with a
detailed “Snapshot Prediction Results Composite Profile”
including physical identifiers of the suspect such as a facial
composite, skin color, eye color, hair color, freckles, sex,
and ancestry. Around that time, CMPD ran fingerprints in the
fingerprint database, which returned a hit to Hernandez from a
prior arrest and conviction. With that promising lead, CMPD
focused on Hernandez and pulled his 2000 booking photo. The
snapshot provided by Parabon NanoLabs and the booking photo of
Hernandez were strikingly similar.

In January and February 2017, CMPD detectives conducted
interviews of Hernandez’s family members and obtained DNA from
a relative. Both the relative’s DNA and the DNA collected from
the 1997 crime scene were tested and returned with a high
likelihood that the relative and the perpetrator who killed
Sudweeks were related. The investigation, including DNA and
fingerprints, led CMPD detectives to believe that Hernandez is



the suspect that raped and murdered Sudweeks.

CMPD will submit the case to the OCDA for charges and will
continue to work with law enforcement partners to locate
Hernandez and extradite him back to Orange County to face
justice.

CMPD to hold sobriety
checkpoint on Friday Feb. 24

As part of the Costa Mesa Police Department’s (CMPD) continued
commitment to reducing injury and fatalities caused by
impaired drivers, a sobriety checkpoint will be conducted by
CMPD’s Traffic Unit Friday, Feb. 24, 2017, from 8:00 p.m. to
2:30 a.m. within the city limits.

The checkpoint will be clearly marked and vehicles will be
selected for further screening on a pre-set basis to ensure
objectivity. Motorists will be greeted and given information
about impaired driving. Driver’'s licenses will be checked and
trained officers will direct suspected impaired drivers to a
secondary area for further evaluation.

Drivers caught driving impaired can expect jail, license
suspension, and insurance increases, as well as fines, fees,
Driving Under the Influence (DUI) classes, other expenses that
can exceed $10,000. Motorists can expect a slight delay
driving through the checkpoint.

This checkpoint will be conducted with grant funding awarded
by the California Office of Traffic Safety, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
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NHTSA research has shown that high-visibility enforcement can
reduce drunken driving fatalities by as much as 20 percent.
The deterrent effect of sobriety checkpoints is a proven
resource in reducing the number of persons killed and injured
in alcohol or drug involved crashes. CMPD publicizes these
highly-visible sobriety checkpoints to deter impaired drivers,
promote awareness about the consequences of impaired driving,
and encourage the use of sober designated drivers and
rideshare services.

According NHTSA, checkpoints have provided the most effective
documented results of any of the DUI enforcement strategies,
while also yielding considerable cost savings of $6 for every
$1 spent. Based on collision statistics and frequency of DUI
arrests, sobriety checkpoints are placed in locations that
have the greatest opportunity for achi eving drunk and drugged
driving deterrence. Locations are chosen with safety
considerations for the officers and the public.

“DUI Checkpoints have been an essential part of the phenomenal
reduction in DUI deaths that we witnessed since 2006 in
California,” said Christopher J. Murphy, Director of the
Office of Traffic Safety. “But since the tragedy of DUI
accounts for nearly one third of traffic fatalities, Costa
Mesa needs the high visibility enforcement and public
awareness that checkpoints provide.”

City urges residents to brace
for yet another winter squall
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expected to hit Costa Mesa

City staff is urging residents to prep for a fierce winter
storm that is expected to bring high winds and drench Costa
Mesa and surrounding communities with as a much as two inches
of rain.

To help with potential flooding, the city is providing
sandbags to residents only and not for commercial use. Also,
sandbags are limited to 15 per resident.

The city offers a pre-filled sandbag station at the Southeast
corner of the City Hall parking lot at at 77 Fair Drive while
supplies last. There are signs on Fair Drive that will direct
residents to the location.

Residents can also fill up sandbags at Fire Station No. 4
located at 2300 Placentia Ave. Bags and sand will be available
for free, but please bring ID to show to City staff before
picking up the bags.

Click here for information on how to prepare sand bags.

Further, the city has added additional maintenance crews for
Friday and Saturday to assist with emergencies.

Residents are urged to drive safely, watch for downed trees
and power 1lines and be prepared for potential flooding.
Residents who are in need of assistance are encouraged to call
the city’'s non-emergency line at 714-754-5252.

As always, in the case of emergencies, downed power lines or
other life threatening issues, please dial 9-1-1.

In anticipation of the storm, County officials have issued a
Flash Flood Watch and High Wind Watch for both Coastal and
Inland Orange County. Please click on the 1links below for
further information on these alerts:
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High Wind Watch in effect from February 17, 07:00 AM PST until
February 18, 07:00 AM PST

Flash Flood Watch in effect from February 17, 12:00 PM PST
until February 18, 04:00 PM PST

Click here to see how to contact Southern California Edison
or call 1-800-611-1911 to report power outages.

The agency “211 0C” 1is also poised to help coordinate
assistance. 211 0C has an around the clock phone line to help
with all types of emergencies and provides regional connection
to resources for disasters victims, the homeless, and others
needing health and human services.

Information about 211 0C can be found at www.2110C.org or by
simply calling 2-1-1.

Costa Mesa Police will step
up patrols and enforcement on
Super Bowl Sunday

As part of the Costa Mesa Police Department’s (CMPD) continued
commitment to reducing injury and fatalities caused by
impaired drivers, the Department will be on alert and
patrolling the City of Costa Mesa on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb.
5, 2017.

Super Bowl Sunday tends to be a day of festivities across the
country that is often accompanied by alcohol consumption.

National Highway Traffic Safety Association research has shown
that high-visibility enforcement can reduce drunken driving
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fatalities by as much as 20 percent.

CMPD will be highly visible and patrolling areas of Costa Mesa
in an effort to reduce and stop drunken and impaired driving.

Impaired driving is illegal and can be deadly. CMPD encourages
everyone to drink responsibly and before the Super Bowl game
begins, assign a designated driver, and/or make sure to have
access to a mobile app designed to arrange a ride provided by
a sober driver.

Why Do You Serve? Chief Rob
Sharpnack tells his personal
story about his law
enforcement career

The Police Department rolled out Part One in a series of three
short videos titled “Why Do you Serve?” that chronicles the
perspectives of CMPD officers and why they chose to serve.

Part One profiled Chief Sharpnack and his professional story.

This is in furtherance of the Police Department’s multi-
faceted recruitment initiative.

The video can be viewed below. Stay tuned for future episodes.
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City offers resources to deal
with fallen trees, downed
power lines, flooding and
more

A powerful winter storm that whipped through Costa Mesa on
Friday knocked down at least two large trees and one tree took
out some power lines.

Crews from Southern California Edison responded and assisted
with the power lines.

There were more than 30 calls for service related to issues
with smaller trees and two metal plates in the road near
Sunflower and Main fell into the hole they were covering as
part of some road construction work, forcing the city to close
two lanes of traffic.

Who to call?

With another storm coming possibly on Sunday and Monday,
residents in need of assistance are encouraged to call the
city’s non-emergency line at 714-754-5252.

As always, in the case of emergencies, downed power lines or
other life threatening issues, please dial 9-1-1.

Click here to see how to contact Southern California Edison or
call 1-800-611-1911 to report power outages.

Sandbags available

Residents are also encouraged to obtain sandbags to deal with
potential or real flooding problems.

The city offers a self serve process at the Southeast corner
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of the parking lot at City Hall located at 77 Fair Drive where
residents can get up to 15 sandbags.

There are signs on Fair Drive that will direct you to the
location.

Please visit City Hall as our primary location for sandbags,
or if we are out of sand, you can obtain sandbags at Fire
Station No. 4 located at 2300 Placentia Ave.

Click here for information on how to prepare sand bags.
211 OC

Furthermore, the agency “211 0C” is also poised to help
coordinate assistance. 211 0C has an around the clock phone
line to help with all types of emergencies and provides
regional connection to resources for disasters victims, the
homeless, and others needing health and human services.

Information about 211 0C can be found at www.2110C.org or by
simply calling 2-1-1.

FBI says ‘Tis the Season for
Holiday Scams

The FBI issued this warning to the general public to be wary
of scams during the holiday season.

How to Protect Yourself

With the holidays ramping up and seasonal shopping in full
swing, criminals are also gearing up for a busy season. Cyber
criminals don’'t take the holidays off. In fact, they're
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especially busy trying to steal your money and personal
information. Shoppers should be more vigilant than ever for
scams designed to steal their money and personal information.
Though criminals are often aggressive and creative in their
efforts to obtain such money and personal information, there
are certain red flags and common schemes holiday shoppers can
guard against this holiday season.

Online Shopping Scams

If a deal looks too good to be true, it probably is. Scammers
often scheme to defraud consumers by offering too-good-to-be-
true deals via phishing e-mails or advertisements. Such
schemes may offer brand name merchandise at extremely low
discounts or promise gift cards as an incentive to purchase a
product. Other sites may offer products at a great price, but
the products being sold are not the same as the products
advertised.

Steer clear of un-trusted sites or ads offering items at
unrealistic discounts or with special coupons. You may end up
paying for an item, giving away personal information and
credit card details, and then receive nothing in return except
a compromised identity. In addition, do not open any
unsolicited e-mails and do not click on any links provided.

In addition to securing your banking and credit accounts with
strong and different passwords, secure all your other accounts
that contain anything of value, such as: rewards accounts,
online accounts that save your payment information, or
accounts containing your private, personal information.

The emergence and prevalence of secondary markets for airline
miles, gift cards, rewards credits, and the like have
inadvertently increased the demand for, and resale value of,
your stolen information.

Be vigilant when receiving items purchased from online
auctions and third-party marketplaces. If an item arrives from



some other online merchant, it may have been purchased using a
stolen credit card number or stolen rewards points, etc. and
then shipped directly to you. Report such cases to both the
marketplace where you bought and the merchant who sent it.

Social Media Scams

Beware of posts on social media sites that appear to offer
vouchers or gift cards, especially deals that are too good to
be true, such as a free $500 gift card. Some may pose as
holiday promotions or contests. It may even appear one of your
friends shared the link with you. Often, these scams lead you
to participate in an online survey that is actually designed
to steal personal information.

In addition, if you purchase or receive theater, concerts, or
sporting event tickets as a holiday gift, do not post pictures
of the tickets on social media sites. Fraudsters can create a
ticket using the barcode obtained from the photo and resell
the ticket. Protect ticket barcodes as you would your credit
card number, and never display them on social media.

Smartphone App Scams

Be careful when downloading mobile applications. Some apps,
often disguised as games and offered for free, may be designed
to steal personal information. Before downloading an app from
an unknown source, research the company selling it or giving
it away, and look online for third-party reviews of the
product. Also, be mindful that alternative app marketplaces
available to “jailbroken” or “rooted” devices can potentially
include copyright-infringing, stolen content and compromised
versions of otherwise trustworthy applications.

Work-From-Home Scams

If you are in need of extra cash this time of year, beware of
sites and postings offering work you can do from the comfort
of your own home. These opportunities rely on convenience as a



selling point for applicants, but often have unscrupulous
motivations behind them. You should carefully research the job
posting and individuals or company offering you employment.

Protect Yourself

Here are some additional steps you can take to avoid becoming
a victim of cyber fraud this holiday season:

= Check your credit card statement routinely. If possible,
set up credit card transaction auto alerts, or check
your balance after every online purchase to ensure the
proper amount was charged to your account. It 1is
important to keep checking your card after the holiday
season, as many fraudulent charges can show up even
several weeks later.

» IT purchasing merchandise, ensure it is from a reputable
source.

 Ensure a site is secure and reputable before providing
your credit card number online. Don’t trust a site just
because it claims to be secure.

» Do your research to ensure legitimacy of the individual
or company you are purchasing from.

 Beware of providing credit card information when
requested through unsolicited e-mails.

= Do not respond to unsolicited (spam) e-mails.

= Do not click on links contained within an unsolicited e-
mail.

= Avoid filling out forms contained in e-mail messages
that ask for personal information.

» Be cautious of e-mails claiming to contain pictures in
attached files, as the files may contain viruses. Only
open attachments from known senders. Scan the
attachments for viruses if possible.

»Verify any requests for personal information from any
business or financial institution by contacting them
using the main contact information on their official
website.



= Secure your credit card accounts, even rewards account,
with strong passwords, change passwords and check your
account routinely.

» Be wary when replying to unsolicited e-mails for work-
at-home employment.

 Be cautious of exaggerated claims of possible earnings
or profits.

 Beware when money is required up front for instructions
or products for employment.

Do not give out your personal information when first
interacting with a prospective employer.

Be leery when a job posting claims “no experience
necessary.”

» Be cautious when dealing with individuals outside of
your own country.

Who To Contact If You Suspect You’ve Been Victimized:

= Contact your financial institution immediately upon
suspecting or discovering a fraudulent transfer.

= Contact law enforcement.

» Request that your bank reach out to the financial
institution where the fraudulent transfer was sent.

» File a complaint with the FBI's Internet Crime Complaint
Center at IC3.gov , regardless of dollar loss. Provide
all relevant information in your complaint.

Four new officers welcomed to
Costa Mesa Police Department
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at Monday ceremony

Costa Mesa Police Chief Rob Sharpnack welcomed four new
members of the Police Department on Monday during an official
badge-pinning and swearing-in ceremony outside his office.

“Obviously this is an awesome day for the department,” Chief
Sharpnack said. “This really sets the momentum for the next
year. The spirit of police work, teamwork and excellence 1is
continuing to grow here in this department.”

Joining the department this week are Officers Frank Nguyen and
Bunnath Phot both of whom are lateral transfers from Fullerton
Police Department.

Also, welcomed on Monday were two recent graduates from the
Sheriff Academy, Eric Molina and Mark Garcia.

Nguyen has a degree in criminal justice from Cal State
Fullerton and has worked for Fullerton PD for the last 10
years. He has earned a MADD Award for DUI arrests and in 2010
received an award from the Chief of Police for exemplary
service.

Phot is currently attending Cal State Fullerton and is working
on a degree in kinesiology. He has been a Marine Corps reserve
since 2012 and has worked for Fullerton Police Department
since 2014.

Molina grew up in Costa Mesa and is an Estancia High graduate.
He served as a Police Explorer for five years and later as a
part-time aide in the traffic bureau. He has completed course
work at Golden West college.

Garcia is a 2013 graduate from the University of California
Riverside with bachelor’s in sociology. He also volunteers in
the evening hours after work helping children with
psychological challenges.
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Probation home checks result
in 14 arrests

Costa Mesa Police officers recently attempted 19 residential
home checks of Post Release Community Supervision (PRCS),
Formal Probation and Gang Terms Probation offenders. Over the
course of the evening, the team made multiple contacts, which
included 21 offenders, 15 of whom were classified as being on
formal supervised probation or were PRCS/Probation offenders
living in Costa Mesa.

An additional six offenders on Supervised Gang Terms Probation
were also contacted. The compliance checks resulted in 14
offenders being arrested for violations of conditions of their
probation and/or new criminal law violations. Teams also
assisted patrol on a felony battery investigation and searched
a hoarder/unsafe nuisance house at 769 W. Wilson Street where
they contacted 17 persons inside.

Code Enforcement will have to follow up due to numerous
violations and safety issues at the home.

Costa Mesa public safety
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staff honored at annual
chamber barbecue lunch

Costa Mesa’s public safety employees were treated to a free
lunchtime barbecue at the 0C Fair & Event Center care of the
Costa Mesa Chamber of Commerce that included live music and
performances from the Orange Coast College cheerleaders.

About 200 people attended this year’s Public Safety
Recognition Barbecue on Thursday Oct. 8, including 90 police,
fire and dispatch personnel.

Guests were served up dishes of chicken, tri-tip steak, mashed
potatoes, vegetables and salad.

The community and civic leaders in attendance which included
City Council Members Katrina Foley and Sandy Genis, 0C Fair &
Event Center CEO Kathy Kramer, Orange Coast College President
Dennis Harkins, Costa Mesa Police Chief Rob Sharpnack and Fire
Chief Dan Stefano.

“It was an honor to attend today’s Public Safety Recognition
Barbecue,” Chief Sharpnack said. “On behalf of the CMPD staff,
I want to thank the Chamber of Commerce for their generosity
and others in attendance for their support of public safety
personnel. We are proud to serve the Chamber of Commerce
membership and look forward to collaborating in the future to
make Costa Mesa an even greater city in which to live, work,
and visit.”

Chamber of Commerce CEO Eileen Benjamin said the chamber 1is
proud to honor the city’s protectors.

“The men and women of our Fire, Police and Communications
departments keep our community safe and are willing to put
their lives at risk for us every workday,” said Benjamin, who
emceed the event along with Chamber President Tom Johnson.
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“This event is a small way to demonstrate our appreciation.
It is wonderful to see many supporters joining together to
show gratitude to these fine guardians. The people of Costa
Mesa are inspiring in so many ways.”

In addition to the 0C Fair & Event Center donating the venue,
the Orange County Marketplace donated the catering and other
supporters were Care Ambulance, Harbor Center and ICI
Development, Metro Pro Towing and The Triangle. Longtime
Chamber Board of Director member Patty Mason was also
instrumental in supporting this event, and the music was
provided by the Mike Donahue band.

Costa Mesa Police Lt. Joyce
LaPointe 1s latest to receive
CEO Leadership Award

At the September Meet and Greet, City CEO Tom Hatch presented
the CEO Leadership Award to Lt. Joyce LaPointe in recognition
of her to work dealing with the city’'s quality of 1life
challenges, including coming up with solutions in regards to
homeless and transient population issues.

“What I admire about Joyce is that she is always quick to
point out that what she does is part of a larger team effort,”
said CEO Hatch. “I appreciate her leadership skills and value
the hard work she has done throughout the years and most


https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/none
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/costa-mesa-police-lt-joyce-lapointe-is-latest-to-receive-ceo-leadership-award/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/costa-mesa-police-lt-joyce-lapointe-is-latest-to-receive-ceo-leadership-award/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/costa-mesa-police-lt-joyce-lapointe-is-latest-to-receive-ceo-leadership-award/

recently her efforts to solve our homeless challenges.”

LaPointe is a 19-year veteran of the Costa Mesa Police
Department. She started her career at Costa Mesa as a police
officer in 1997 and was promoted to the rank of Corporal in
2002, Sergeant in 2007 and the rank of Lieutenant in 2015,
when she became the first female to hold that rank in the
department’s history.

As an officer LaPointe has extensive field experience
including patrol, field training, bike patrol, traffic
investigation, defensive tactics instructor, and tactical
flight officer. Joyce is the recipient of the Mothers against
Drunk Drivers Century Award, a Life Saving Merit and recently
helped with a child birth in the field.

During her eight years a sergeant, Joyce had the opportunity
to manage several Patrol Teams, the Field Officers Training
Program, Jail Operations and the Force Tactics Training Team.

Currently, she is the Area 1 Commander, who oversees Patrol
Operations in south end of Costa Mesa. She also manages the
Field Officers Training Program, the Force Tactic Training
Team, Community Service Officers, Park Rangers, and Bike
Detail Team.

Prior to joining Costa Mesa PD, she worked at Costa Mesa High
School as the Athletic Trainer and Campus Security. A native
of Mt. View California, LaPointe graduated from Southbay
Christian High School in 1986 and then attended Vanguard
University on an Athletic Scholarship, where she received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Kinesiology.

In addition to LaPointe, the CEO welcomed several new members
to the Costa Mesa team, including, Development Services Intern
Katelyn Walsh, Parks and Community Services Recreation Leaders
Victor Acosta, Fernando Barajas-Valladares, Jessie Cerda and
Denzel Muldrew.
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From the Police Department, Hatch welcomed new Officer Cory
Montgomery and Crime Scene Specialist Brittany Godoy. Not in
attendance but also recognized were Officer Nick Dempkowski
and Police Aide Jeremiah Stanley.

In the way of promotions, Hatch congratulated Marian Traylor,
who was promoted to Deputy City Clerk, Denise Baldacci now a
Recreation Leader III, Briana Delfin And Enyelber Franco
Recreation Specialists And Joseph Mendoza and Delgado Salazar
— Recreation Leader II.

Hatch also thanked retiring city employees Maintenance
Services Manager Bruce Hartley, Fire Protection Analyst Dave
Hollister, Police Officer Matthew 0Olin and Senior Records
Technician Teresa Peterson-Goerke.



