
Commission Appointments moved
to the Feb. 7 regular City
Council meeting
The Commission Appointments have now been rescheduled to take
place during the Feb. 7, 2017 regular City Council meeting.

Interviews of the Planning Commission applicants will still
take  place  at  5:30  p.m.  today,  Jan.  31,  in  City
Hall  Conference  Room  1A.

 

Members of the Community get
CERT Training
The Fire & Rescue staff has happily reported that 16 community
members recently graduated from the CERT training hosted by
Greenleaf Mobile Home Park.

Participants learned skills in preparedness, fire safety and
utility control, disaster medical operations, light search and
rescue techniques, homeland security awareness and disaster
emotional first aid.

Members of the instructional team included Fire Capt. Fred
McDowell and Costa Mesa Police Lt. Vic Bakkila as well as
volunteer instructors, Georgette Quinn, Cindy Brenneman, Dee
Chester and program manager Brenda Emrick.

The next CERT class will be offered in March.
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Mariners  Christian  School
Hosts Dedication Ceremony for
New Athletic Facilities
When  Mariners  Christian  School  student’s  came  back  from
Christmas break, they were welcomed by a New Year’s surprise:
a  brand  new,  state-of-the-art  57,000-square-foot  AstroTurf
athletic field.

To help celebrate this new addition, on Wednesday, Jan. 25
over 150 students, parents and teachers gathered for a special
after school event to dedicate the new athletic facilities.
The ceremony included remarks by the Head of School, Troy
Moore, a prayer dedication by an 8th grader, Levi Darrow, a
ribbon cutting ceremony and finally, fun field games that
included the participation of students, teachers, and parents.
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In April 2016, MCS launched a fundraising campaign to replace
the  natural  grass  field,  which  was  30  years  old  and
significantly  impacted  by  the  extended  drought  conditions,
with professional-grade AstroTurf.  The total project cost was
$440,000.

By  October  2016,  the  fundraising  goal  was  reached,  and
construction  commenced  in  November.   The  new  field,  now
featuring  AstroTurf  with  a  2-star  FIFA  rating,  includes
permanent zoning stripes for flag football, soccer (small and
full sided), and PE/recess lines.

Tom  Hatch  presents  human
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resources  professional  Itzia
Carvajal  with  City  Manager
Leadership Award
City Manager Tom Hatch named Itzia Carvajal as the latest to
receive the City Manager Leadership Award during the monthly
employee Meet and Greet on Thursday Jan. 26.

A Principal Human Resources Analyst, Carvajal joined the City
of Costa Mesa as an HR Analyst in 2014 after working in Santa
Ana in Parks & Recreation, Community Development, Planning &
Building and Personnel Services.

Carvajal oversees the daily functions of the Risk Management
Section,  which  includes  administering  the  City’s  Workers’
Compensation  Program  as  well  as  Benefits  Administration
Program, where she has worked to streamline and improve the
administrative process.

Carvajal, who was promoted to Principal Analyst nearly a year
ago,  is  recognized  by  her  colleagues  as  a  consummate
professional and credible resource who possesses a strong work
ethic,  a  high  level  of  customer  service  and  enhanced
organizational skills. She has a Bachelor’s of Science Degree
in Sociology from the University of Riverside and in her spare
time enjoys camping with her husband.

In addition to Carvajal, Hatch welcomed two new buyers to the
Finance Department, Therese Combs and Nina Naranjo as well as
Marianna  Pena  as  a  new  Recreation  Coordinator  and  Maria
Urquiza Sanchez as a new Recreation Leader III for Parks and
Community Services.

He also congratulated several employees for being promoted,
including  Lauren  Clark,  who  was  promoted  from  Recreation
Leader to Office Specialist in the Finance Department as well
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as Matthew Schmelzel, who was promoted to Treasury Specialist.

Also honored were Ashley Ocasio who was promoted to Recreation
Supervisor as well as Raja Sethuraman, who was promoted to
Public Services Director.

City  Manager  Hatch  provides
update  to  Mesa  Verde
Community Inc.
On Tuesday Jan. 18, City Manager Tom Hatch gave a presentation
to  the  Mesa  Verde  Community  Inc.  to  update  the  group  on
several city initiatives.

Hatch brought them up to speed on the Fire Station No. 1
replacement efforts and noted that the groundbreaking for the
new station will take place on March 11, 2017 with completion
scheduled for the following spring of 2018.

He also told the group what was going on with the Lions Park
improvements  which  includes  a  new  library  and  community
center. Hatch also gave updates on the new City Council, the
Mesa Verde medians, city staffing, the homeless and the news
that the Chargers are moving the team headquarters here.
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Schedule change announced for
City  Council  interviews  of
commission candidates
Because of scheduling and time constraints, the City Council
will  now  only  interview  the  candidates  for  Parks  and
Recreation and Senior commissions during a Special Council
Meeting on Tuesday Jan. 24, 2017 in Conference Room 1A at City
Hall beginning at 4:15 p.m.

Interviews of candidates for Planning Commission will now take
place at a Special Council Meeting on Tuesday Jan. 31, 2017,
also in Conference Room 1A.

The City Council will also make the appointments for all three
commissions at that time.

 

City offers resources to deal
with  fallen  trees,  downed
power  lines,  flooding  and
more
A powerful winter storm that whipped through Costa Mesa on
Friday knocked down at least two large trees and one tree took
out some power lines.  

Crews from Southern California Edison responded and assisted
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with the power lines.

There were more than 30 calls for service related to issues
with smaller trees and two metal plates in the road near
Sunflower and Main fell into the hole they were covering as
part of some road construction work, forcing the city to close
two lanes of traffic.

Who to call?

With  another  storm  coming  possibly  on  Sunday  and  Monday,
residents in need of assistance are encouraged to call the
city’s non-emergency line at 714-754-5252.

As always, in the case of emergencies, downed power lines or
other life threatening issues, please dial 9-1-1.

Click here to see how to contact Southern California Edison or
call 1-800-611-1911 to report power outages.

Sandbags available

Residents are also encouraged to obtain sandbags to deal with
potential or real flooding problems.

The city offers a self serve process at the Southeast corner
of the parking lot at City Hall located at 77 Fair Drive where
residents can get up to 15 sandbags.

There are signs on Fair Drive that will direct you to the
location.

Please visit City Hall as our primary location for sandbags,
or if we are out of sand, you can obtain sandbags at Fire
Station No. 4 located at 2300 Placentia Ave.

Click here for information on how to prepare sand bags.

211 OC

Furthermore,  the  agency  “211  OC”  is  also  poised  to  help
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coordinate assistance. 211 OC has an around the clock phone
line  to  help  with  all  types  of  emergencies  and  provides
regional connection to resources for disasters victims, the
homeless, and others needing health and human services.

Information about 211 OC can be found at www.211OC.org or by
simply calling 2-1-1.

JWA  Flight  path  discussions
to take place on Feb. 1
Residents  interested  in  potential  changes  in  flight  paths
involving John Wayne and Long Beach airports are encouraged to
attend a Southern California Metroplex meeting on Wednesday
Feb. 1 at the Oasis Senior Center in Corona del Mar.

The  meeting,  one  of  several  taking  place  throughout  the
Southern California region, will be held from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the center’s Evelyn Hart Event Center at 801 Narcissus Ave.

The Metroplex Project would improve the efficiency of airspace
in the Southern California Metroplex by optimizing aircraft
arrival  and  departure  procedures  at  multiple  airports  and
military  stations,according  to  Federal  Aviation  Commission
website.

While the Project may involve changes in aircraft flight paths
and altitudes in certain areas, it would not result in any
ground  disturbance  or  increase  the  number  of  aircraft
operations  within  the  Southern  California  airspace,  the
FAA website states.

Click here for more information.
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Chiquita looks for a forever
family
This 4-year old Dachshund mix gets along well with other dogs
and is looking for her forever home. If you’re interested in
giving  Chiquita  a  good  home,  then  contact  the  OC  Humane
Society today.

Mayor Foley confirms Chargers
moving corporate headquarters
to Costa Mesa
The announcement Thursday that the Chargers NFL franchise is
moving to Los Angeles brings good news to Costa Mesa as the
team has confirmed it will make the City of the Arts its
official  corporate  headquarters  and  training  and  practice
facility.

“While we understand this move was a difficult decision, the
city is excited to be the new home for the Chargers,” Mayor
Katrina Foley said.

Foley spoke by phone Thursday with Chargers owner Dean Spanos,
who said he is also looking forward to moving to Costa Mesa
and hopes to have their headquarters operational by July.
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“Mr. Spanos said he wants his organization to be part of the
fabric of our community,” said Mayor Foley, who looks forward
to the energy, excitement and community involvement of having
an NFL team make Costa Mesa its home.

She said Spanos told her that many of his players get involved
in and support the local community.

In fact, according to the National Football League’s website,
“As steward of a sport enjoyed by millions of fans, the NFL
has a special responsibility to use its platform to promote
causes that improve the health and well-being of its fans and
players and support the communities in which they live.”

The city staff continue to work closely with the Chargers
organization  on  the  tenant  improvements  needed  for  the
existing building and to ensure a smooth transition.

 

 

 

 

 

Residents can obtain up to 15
sandbags  as  winter  weather
hits
With the impending and recurring storms, the city of Costa
Mesa is providing up to 15 sandbags for residents who reside
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in the city.

Residents can obtain sandbags through a self serve process at
the Southeast corner of the parking lot at City Hall located
at 77 Fair Drive.

There are signs that will direct you to the location.

Please visit City Hall as our primary location for sandbags,
or if we are out of sand, you can obtain sandbags at Fire
Station No. 4 located at 2300 Placentia Ave.

Click here for information on how to prepare sand bags.

The  agency  “211  OC”  is  also  poised  to  help  coordinate
assistance. 211 OC has an around the clock phone line to help
with all types of emergencies and provides regional connection
to resources for disasters victims, the homeless, and others
needing health and human services.

Information about 211 OC can be found at www.211OC.org or by
simply calling 2-1-1.

Chico The Chihuahua
Chico may be small, but his personality is larger than life.
This 7-year old Chihuahua is loyal, quiet and ready to go home
with you today.
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