
Field  Upgrade  Construction
Begins at Jack Hammett Sports
Complex
The construction to fields 3 and 4 at Jack Hammett Sports
Complex began this week and progress has been steady.  The
upgrades include work to bring the fields up-to NFL quality
standard  so  that  the  Los  Angeles  Chargers  Football
Organization  can  use  the  space  to  host  the  team’s  Summer
Training Camp, which will also feature practices that are open
to the general public.

The enhanced field space will also benefit the many youth
sports leagues that practice and play games at the complex.

Costa  Mesa  to  Celebrate
Action  Sports  and  Art  with
mural painting and skateboard
event this Saturday
Highlighting the City of Costa Mesa’s ties to art and action
sports, the Action Arts in the Park exhibition returns this
year  to  TeWinkle  Park  and  will  feature  the  work  of  four
muralists, a skateboard competition, a dance demonstration and
interactive public art projects at TeWinkle Park.

The second annual event, scheduled this Saturday April 29 from
12 noon to 4 p.m., was the brainchild of the city’s Cultural
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Arts Committee.

“Costa Mesa is such a fun, diverse, interesting place to live
and we wanted to put on a high-energy event that reflected
some of the best elements of this City – the artists, the
action sports and the opportunities for families to spend the
day in the park,” said Cultural Arts Committee Chair Andrea
Marr.

For the city’s Parks & Community Services Department the event
presents another avenue to promote Costa Mesa as the City of
the Arts and share the City’s unique vibe and melting pot
dynamic, Recreation Manager Justin Martin said.

“The Action Arts in the Park event is a really unique event
that serves to highlight Costa Mesa’s vibrant arts scene in
conjunction  with  the  City’s  edgy  and  ever-growing  action
sports scene,” Martin said.  “The goal is to have community
members of all ages come together in one of the City’s most
beautiful  parks  to  enjoy  an  afternoon  that  is  artistic,
athletic, adventurous, energetic and family oriented.”

Four muralists, Josh Madrid, Maxx Gramajo, Ben Brough and
Janelle Hinshaw, will paint a new mural from scratch onto a
plywood canvas. In addition there will be a skate competition;
live  music  by  Cali  Conscious  and  Sturgeon  Rock;  a  dance
performance  from  West  Coast  School  of  the  Arts;  and
interactive art stations where patrons can paint a car, design
a skateboard and spin art.



Newport-Mesa Unified School District high school students will
be demonstrating their clay throwing skills and there will
also be a Kids Zone with an Extreme Jumper and a Mechanical
Surfboard

On the culinary side, Inspired Art & Wine is offering a design
your own bottle event and several food trucks will also be on
hand including The Big Cheese Truck, Scooter’s Ice, and Burger
Monster.

The title sponsor of the event is Segerstrom Center for the
Arts and other sponsors include Vans, The Art Institute of
California – OC, Inspired Art & Wine, Papa Murphy’s, Chuck
Jones  Center,  Attic  Skateshop,  Raising  Canes,  Garcia
Chiropractic  and  Urban  Workshop.

http://cityofcostamesanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Mechanical-Surfboard-2.jpg


Costa  Mesa  City  Staff
continues to monitor planned
facility upgrades to JWA
Costa Mesa staff continues to monitor all activities related
to the airport.  This included attending an April 12 meeting
with the County of Orange to discuss the scope of an upcoming
environmental  study  to  evaluate  the  impacts  of  facility
upgrades at the airport.

The proposed upgrades include:

·         Designing aircraft T-hangars to accommodate the
Cirrus SR22 and Cessna 172 series of
·         aircraft, which have 38.33-foot and 36.08-foot
wingspans, respectively. This is based on the fact that these
two (2) aircraft account for nearly all new single engine
aircraft sales
·         Reconfiguring surface roads and aircraft taxiways
within the airport
·         Developing the Orange County Sheriff’s Department
(“OCSD”) and flight schools as independent facilities
·         Maintaining an on-site piston engine mechanic
·         Providing for up to three (3) full service fixed
based operators (FBOs) with adequate fueling facilities.  This
would increase the number of FBOs from 2 to 3.  FBOs are the
private businesses that provide aviation-related services such
as fuel, maintenance, and flight instruction
·         Providing for a general aviation terminal
·         Providing for a self-service fuel facility
·         Retaining the existing general aviation fuel farm

The County expects to provide additional information about
this project in late 2017.

Staff has previously shared this information concerning the
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Metroplex project and is including it again to ensure everyone
remains  in  the  loop.   The  NextGen  Metroplex  project  was
initiated by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

The project involves modernizing air traffic control systems
in  the  region  and  includes  airports  such  as:  Burbank,
Hawthorne, Los Angeles International (LAX), Long Beach (LGB),
Ontario  International  (ONT),  Oxnard  (OXR),  Palm  Springs
International  (PSP),  San  Diego  International  (SAN),  Santa
Monica Municipal (SMO), John Wayne-Orange County (SNA), and
Van Nuys (VNY).

The Metroplex system is intended to allow for more direct and
efficient  routing  of  aircraft.   The  new  system  uses  GPS
(instead  of  radar)  to  guide  departures  and  arrivals;
minimizing  the  current  deviations  due  to  older  radar
technology,  wind,  air  pressure,  etc.

This allows for precise flight paths and monitoring; however,
some  deviations  are  expected  due  to  sequencing  arriving
aircraft.  Generally, these deviations do not affect Costa
Mesa because the prevailing landing pattern is over Tustin and
Irvine.
The departure routes, which are a bigger concern in Costa
Mesa, are expected to remain the same.  The benefit of the
Metroplex project is that the actual track of aircraft can be
flown and monitored more precisely.
There are no additional impacts expected in Costa Mesa as a
result of the Metroplex project.  In fact, the most recent
noise study indicates a minor decrease in aircraft-related
noise in Costa Mesa i.e., a 0.1 decibel reduction.
However,  this  small  level  of  reduction  should  not  be
perceptible  to  the  human  ear.
The FAA emphasizes that the Metroplex system will result in
flight paths that are more precise and predictable and will
minimize deviations to the east and west of the current paths.
The Google Earth information for checking individual addresses
can be accessed at this link.

http://www.metroplexenvironmental.com/socal_metroplex/socal_docs.html#ge


Adams  Avenue  rehabilitation
from  Fairview  Road  to
Peterson Place
Construction  began  in  early  April  to  remove  and  replace
damaged  concrete  sidewalks,  curb,  gutter,  and  wheel  chair
ramps  on  both  the  north  and  south  sides  of  Adams  Avenue
between Fairview Road and Peterson Place.

Following completion of this work, street paving operations
will  be  initiated,  which  includes  grinding  the  existing
roadway pavement and replacing with new, rubberized hot mix
asphalt, and restriping of lane lines and legends.

Work  will  be  conducted  during  daytime  off-peak  hours.  A
minimum of one-lane of traffic shall be maintained in each
direction at all times.

All work is tentatively scheduled to be completed by mid-May.

TeWinkle Middle School named
a 2017 California Gold Ribbon
School
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson
recently announced that 275 middle schools and high schools
are  being  honored  under  the  Gold  Ribbon  Schools  Awards
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Program.

Schools applied for the award based on a model program or
practice their school has adopted that includes standards-
based activities, projects, strategies, and practices that can
be replicated by other local educational agencies. The award
acknowledged elementary schools last year.

“These terrific schools are leading the way in embracing our
new rigorous academic standards and showing others how to help
students succeed on their way to 21st century careers and
college,” Torlakson said. “I look forward to traveling the
state to honor these schools and to help share the programs,
methods, and techniques that are working.”

The Gold Ribbon Awards recognize California schools that have
made  gains  in  implementing  the  academic  content  and
performance standards adopted by the State Board of Education.
These include the California Standards for English Language
Arts and Mathematics, California English Language Development
Standards, and Next Generation Science Standards.

The 2017 Gold Ribbon Schools as well as the 2017 Exemplary
Program recipients, Title I Academic Achieving Award Schools,
2017 Green Ribbon Schools, 2017 Civic Learning Award Schools,
and  the  National  Blue  Ribbon  Schools  from  2016,  will  be
honored in May during regional ceremonies held in Costa Mesa,
Santa Clara, Los Angeles, Visalia, and Sacramento.

Click here to read the California Department of Education full
News Release.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr17/yr17rel28.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/


Fire  academy  recruits  train
for live fire techniques
Costa Mesa Fire and Rescue recruits continue to progress in
their academy training.  Recently, the academy cadre was led
by Captain Joe Noceti and the recruits trained with live fire.
Recruits learned about fire behavior, fire attack principles
and the dangers of attacking a fire.

Some of the recruits had eyes as wide as saucers as this was
their first time attacking a fire in a controlled environment.

New restaurant facility being
planned  for  former
Souplantation  site  at  Mesa
Verde Shopping Center
The former Souplantation at 1555 Adams, in the Mesa Verde
Shopping Center, will be demolished and replaced by a new,
three to four restaurant tenant building.

The building will face the south and will be located at the
end of a new walkway to connect this building with the rest of
the shopping center as well as the Azulon Apartments.

As required by the California Environmental Quality Act, an
Initial Study and Negative Declaration have been prepared for
the  project  and  is  available  for  review  and  comment  from
through April 17, 2017 either online or at City Hall or the
city’s two public libraries.
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Please contact the Planning Division at 714-754-5245 if you
need any information.

‘Even when you are stagnant,
you got to go forward’
Even  the  times  Elmore  McBride  found  himself  homeless,  he
remained a very meticulous man who preferred things neat and
orderly.

Still there was something holding him back that wasn’t so
orderly – his lack of teeth.

“I was afraid to smile,” he said.

But that was about to change. The 62-year-old McBride was in a
transitional  program  at  the  Lighthouse  Church  in  Westside
Costa Mesa when he met Muriel Ullman, Costa Mesa’s housing
consultant who works to help the city’s homeless residents and
Stacy Bowler, one of the city’s Community Outreach Workers.

He mentioned to Ullman that he wanted new teeth.

“She and Stacy are just two awesome people,” McBride said. “I
wanted to get my teeth fixed and I told Muriel. Three days
later, Stacy gave me a number to call for SOS and I was home
free.”

McBride is very thankful for SOS, which stands for Share Our
Selves, a local nonprofit that provides dental services for
those who are not insured or have emergency need for care.

He  also  is  most  thankful  to  Pastor  Phil  Eyskens  at  the
Lighthouse Church, who assisted him when he most needed it and
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while he was attending school at Orange Coast College.

“The type of person I am I would have succeeded eventually,”
McBride said. “But it happened a lot faster because of the
Lighthouse.”

Eyskens is a key member of Costa Mesa’s Network for Homeless
Solutions, which is made up of representatives from the City
Manager,  City  Attorney,  Police,  Fire,  Planning  and  Code
Enforcement offices, as well as clergy, those from non-profit
agencies and community volunteers.

The  Network  for  Homeless  Solutions  implements  a  range  of
strategies,  including  law  enforcement,  street  outreach,
prevention, rehabilitation, housing assistance and volunteer
coordination. Since its inception in 2013, the Network for
Homeless Solutions housed and/or reconnected 269 people as of
December  2016.  Of  the  269,  70  were  reconnected  to  their
community of origin or to a place of their choice to end their
homelessness.

After four years of assisting McBride through tough times,
Pastor Eyskens said he left the Lighthouse and Costa Mesa for
a short time, but recently returned and started attending
church services again.

“He came to a church service and he had new teeth looking like
a million bucks,” Eyskens said. “I’m so proud of him. He is
just a real success story. What a perfect example. You got to
hope for the best for this guy because you never know what the
day is going to bring you.”

For McBride, the days have been getting much better. He now
works for the County of Orange In-Home Supportive Services and
really enjoys his job. The Boston native is also glad to be
living in Costa Mesa, a place he has called home for about 11
years.

“I like the laid-back atmosphere here,” said McBride who is
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now  living  in  an  apartment  in  the  city.  “The  people  are
awesome. The police are like the Beverly Hills police. They
are so friendly.”

McBride’s advice for those who are struggling financially or
homeless is pretty simple.

“You can’t give up,” he said.  “You have to keep plugging. The
time I was there at the Lighthouse I talked to a lot of
homeless people and I always said keep walking forward. Even
when you are stagnant, you got to go forward.”

For more information about the Network for Homeless Solutions
visit the website here or the Facebook page here or call the
Network for Homeless Solutions hotline at (714) 754-5346.

 

 

Fire and Rescue teams to take
part  in  the  Emergency
Operations  Exercise  at  John
Wayne Airport
On Friday, April 14, John Wayne Airport will be conducting a
Triennial Emergency Operations Exercise from the hours of 8
a.m. to 3 p.m.  This full-scale exercise is mandated by the
FAA and is designed to evaluate the operational capability of
the emergency management system in a stressful environment.

The Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue Department will be an active
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participant with a number of other agencies in this drill
since  we  share  a  border  with  the  John  Wayne  Airport  and
routinely respond to emergencies on the airport campus.

The public should be aware that Airway Avenue will be shut
down from Baker to Paularino from approximately 8 a.m. to 12
noon to accommodate the exercise. Also, the CMPD Helipad will
be used during the exercise.

This is an excellent readiness exercise for the airport and
CMF&R is a proud participant.  It will increase interagency
operations  and  communication  between  all  the  public  and
private  resources.   Most  importantly  it  will  enhance  the
safety and security for the tenants and passengers using the
airport.

New  medians  coming  to
Placentia Avenue
The City Council approved moving forward with the Placentia
Avenue Median Improvement Project. Public services was able to
secure a grant in the amount of $738,400 from the Federal
Highway Safety Improvement Program to begin construction on
the project.

The project will result in new landscaped medians on Placentia
Avenue between Wilson Street and Adams Avenue. This project
will improve the streetscape and also the traffic operations
along  this  corridor.  Due  to  the  wide  nature  of  Placentia
Avenue, there have been numerous accidents as a result of high
vehicle speeds.

Implementation of medians will provide a narrow feel for the
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street and minimize high-risk accidents.

Costa  Mesa  restaurants  once
again top the 75 Best Places
to Eat in Orange County
Costa Mesa once again proves that when it comes to the best
restaurants in Orange County, we are the leaders of the pack.

The Orange County Register just published its annual 75 Best
Places to Eat by food critic Brad A. Johnson and the top four
restaurants are also Costa Mesa eateries.

Topping the list at No. 1, again, is Taco Maria located in the
SoCo center. South Coast Plaza’s Vaca is No. 2 followed by
Hana re and Arc at Nos. 3 and 4.

The 75 Best includes 10 more Costa Mesa restaurants, including
Mastro’s  Steakhouse,  Restaurant  Marin,  The  Capital  Grille,
Shunka Sushi, Water Grill, Din Tai Fung, Manpuku Tokyo BBQ,
Filomena’s Italian Kitchen and Rance’s Chicago Pizza.

Congrats  to  all  those  winners  and  we  know  that  those
restaurants just scratch the surface of all the great places
to eat in Costa Mesa.
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Endangered  Riverside  fairy
shrimp  discovered  by  city
officials in Fairview Park
Costa  Mesa  City  officials  conducting  extensive  surveys  of
vernal pools in Fairview Park this winter announced they have
discovered a new, endangered species of fairy shrimp.

As expected, city staffers found the endangered San Diego
fairy shrimp in a number of vernal pools that emerged after
the heavy rains in December and January, but what they didn’t
anticipate was the discovery of the Riverside fairy shrimp.

“It is likely that the Riverside fairy shrimp, which is a
warm-water  species,  has  been  present  but  went  undetected
because of very low numbers and because they typically emerge
after the San Diego fairy shrimp, which prefer the cold water
of December and January, are finished for the season,” said
Tony  Bomkamp,  a  biologist  who  consults  with  the  city  on
Fairview Park.

The Riverside fairy shrimp was named for Riverside County
where it was originally found and thought to occur in only a
few pools there. Later it was found in San Diego County in
many pools including on Camp Pendleton.

In the late 1990s, Riverside fairy shrimp were found in a
number of pools in Orange County and a large vernal pool in
Ventura County. Unlike the cold-water relatives of the San
Diego fairy shrimp, which evolved in colder climates, the
Riverside fairy shrimp’s distant relatives derive from Africa.

Fairy shrimp have been around in the fossil record for over
300 million years making them one of the oldest crustaceans on
the plant.
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In  addition,  while  San  Diego  fairy  shrimp  were  found  and
confirmed in the expected vernal pools, the crustaceans were
also discovered for the first time in what the city calls
Vernal Pool C, which is located on the eastside of Placentia
Avenue.

The unexpected heavy rains this winter provided an opportunity
to conduct a census of the fairy shrimp in the vernal pools at
Fairview Park.

The survey effort was the first formal surveys since San Diego
fairy shrimp were first detected in Vernal Pool 5 in 1996 and
Vernal Pool 1 in 1997. Other “one-time” surveys found San
Diego fairy shrimp in Vernal Pools 4 and 6, but were not
season-long surveys like those done this year.

The vernal pools and the respective watersheds are off limits
to the general public to protect the habitats and have been
temporarily delineated based on historical maps.

Additional delineation will be added to protect expanded areas
of the vernal pool basins as soon as the ground is hard and
dry.


