With rainstorm coming,
sandbags will be available at
City Hall

With inclement weather expected to hit Costa Mesa and Orange
County over the coming days, the city will provide residents
with sand bags in the rear parking lot of City Hall, located
at 77 Fair Drive.

It is a self-service location, and the number of sandbags is
limited to 15 per household.

Additionally, Maintenance Services staff will be patrolling
potential flooding spots to make sure catch basins are clear
of debris and operational throughout the city.

Community Improvement team
help transform house

A residential property in Costa Mesa had an extensive code
enforcement and police calls for service history and had
become a neighborhood nuisance.

The city’s Community Improvement Division used a health and
safety receivership approach, and now the property meets city
standards and has improved the surrounding neighborhood.

Code Enforcement uses several methods and tools to gain
compliance. One method Code Enforcement may use is a Health
and Safety receivership. This tool is a legal process through
which the title to a piece of real property is temporarily
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taken from the owner and placed with a court-appointed
officer, receiver. Actions taken by the court appointed
receiver are as followed but not limited to:

 Taking full and complete control of the property

=0Obtaining cost estimates for necessary
repairs/rehabilitation

Managing and paying expenses of operating the
substandard building

 Entering into contracts with contractors to perform
necessary repairs

» Collecting rents and income from substandard building
and using such rents to pay for repairs

 Borrowing funds to pay for repairs and much more

The receivership method 1is used for cases where severe
substandard conditions exist at a property and where the owner
has a history of noncompliance with a local enforcement
agency’'s orders to abate.



Other situations a receivership may be used are when emergency
circumstances are discovered by staff that may pose an
immediate threat to health and safety of the community.

For more information visit the Community Improvement Division
webpage here.

Court sides with Costa Mesa,
1ssues preliminary injunction
to stop needle exchange
program

The Superior Court for the County of San Diego has issued a
preliminary injunction against the Orange County Needle
Exchange Program and the California Department of Public
Health to effectively stop those agencies from operating a
mobile needle exchange program in Costa Mesa and other cities
in the county.

“We are pleased the court agreed with the city’s position
regarding the public health hazard the needle exchange would
have posed to Costa Mesa,” said Mayor Sandra Genis. “This
ruling is a victory to all who work, live and play in this
city and fortifies our commitment to the highest level of
public safety.”

Last August, the State Department of Public Health granted the
Orange County Needle Exchange Program the right to distribute
needles in Costa Mesa on 17th Street, from the intersection of
Whittier Avenue westward to the Armstrong Petroleum Plant. The
State also granted the group the right to operate needle
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exchange programs in the Cities of Orange, Anaheim and Santa
Ana.

In response to those approvals, the Costa Mesa City Council
voted unanimously to pursue legal action and joined Anaheim,
Orange and the County of Orange to seek a preliminary and
permanent restraining order/ injunction and to put a halt to
the operation of the approved mobile needle exchange program.

“The City of Costa Mesa vigorously fought to ensure the safety
of its citizens by not having needles distributed with no
accounting for the dangerous needle waste,” said Mayor-Elect
Katrina Foley.

The court’s ruling this week preliminarily enjoins the Orange
County Needle Exchange Program and the State from conducting
their needle exchange program in Orange County,

though the court did not rule out the possibility that the
Orange County Needle Exchange Program could apply to operate a
different exchange in Orange County at a later date.

The Orange County Needle Exchange Program had previously
operated a needle exchange program at the Santa Ana Civic
Center but that operation was terminated down by government
officials who revoked OCNEP’s permit after a massive increase
in needle litter that posed a threat to public safety. Several
people were pricked by discarded needles, including members of
the Santa Ana Police Department. The City of Costa Mesa
received written and photographic evidence of the needle
litter.

Prior to the State’s approval of the needle exchange program,
the Costa Mesa Police Department and the City Attorney’s
Office submitted evidence and statements to State officials
that chronicled the substantial risks to public health the
program presents to the Costa Mesa community and asked that
the application be denied.



City launches new website for
businesses to find Dbest
locations in Costa Mesa

Do you want to relocate your business to Costa Mesa? Are you
ready to make that step from home business to a brick and
mortar location? Is your business doing so well you need to
transition to a larger space but do not want to leave the
fantastic atmosphere and amenities of Costa Mesa?

The city has developed a new and improved webpage to help with
site selection. Using the webpage’s tools, you can search for
properties for sale or tenant spaces/buildings for lease
within the city. Using these tools, you will be able to filter
by property type, price range, square-footage, agent name, and
any other keyword of your choosing.

City staff believes the webpage will be a great tool to help
our entire business community, to find the perfect location
for their business.

Click here to find the webpage. It resides within the Economic
Development section of the city website.

To provide feedback, please contact Dan Inloes at
daniel.inloes@costamesaca.gov or at 714.754.5088 with any
comments or suggestions.
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Street sweeping cancelled for
Thanksgiving holiday

Due to the observation of the Thanksgiving holiday on
Thursday, Nov. 22, there will be no residential street
sweeping Thursday, Nov. 22 and Friday Nov. 23.

This coincides with the Costa Mesa Sanitary District, which
also observes this holiday by pushing trash collection back
one day.

This results in residential gutter lines being cluttered with
trash cans making it impossible for street sweeper operators
to do an efficient job. There should be no parking citations
issued during this time.

Street sweeping will resume back to normal schedule the week
of Nov. 26.

For more information, residents can call the city’s street
sweeping hotline at (714) 327-7471, which has been updated
with this information.

Bikeway and Walkability
Committee working on robust
Active Transportation
planning

The Bikeway and Walkability Committee was established by City
Council in 2015 and meets regularly on the first Wednesday of
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every month at 6:30 p.m.

The Committee is helping to implement a robust Active
Transportation network for the City by improving bicycle and
pedestrian connectivity. The mission of this committee is to:

= Focus on the review and update of the City’s Active
Transportation Plan and improvements to be made to
bikeways and pedestrian facilities in the City; and

 Evaluate the bikeability and walkability of our City in
order to make recommendations for improvement to the
City Council.

The Bikeway and Walkability Committee and the Public Services
Department are partnering to develop solutions to many
pedestrian and bicycling challenges and activities which
include the following:

= Community outreach

= pedestrian and bicycle safety education

= National Walk to School Day annually in October

= National Bike Month in May (the City of Costa Mesa has
the highest percentage of residents that commute to work
via bicycling compared to all neighboring cities.)

- Walk audits

Grant applications and Award/Certification Level
applications

For additional information about the Committee, please select

the following link:
https://www.costamesaca.gov/city-hall/commissions-and-committe
es/bikeway-walkability-committee. The Committee website

includes a link to webinars on walkability hosted by America
Walks: http://americawalks.org/.
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City Council Chambers
upgrades get underway as
meetings move to Senior
Center

Starting this week, construction for the Audio Visual,
Broadcast Production, and Infrastructure Upgrades of Council
Chambers and First Floor Meeting Rooms has begun.

All meetings previously scheduled in the Council Chambers,
City Council, Planning and Parks commissions will now take
place at the Costa Mesa Senior Center located at 695 W. 19th
St.

Throughout the duration of the project the Council Chambers
and Conference Room 1C/video editing room behind the Chambers
will not be available for use. Conference Room 1A will also be
affected by the renovation, however it is anticipated that
Conference Room 1A will only be offline for a couple of short
duration periods.

Additionally, in order for contractors to carry out the
renovation, five to six parking spaces adjacent to the east
entrance of the Council Chambers will be used for construction
staging; and portable sanitary facilities will be set up at
the southeast corner of the parking lot next to Vanguard
University’s current construction.
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Costa Mesa Llaunches new
webpage to i1llustrate how
city 1s Confronting
Homelessness

The City of Costa Mesa has created a new webpage titled
“Confronting Homelessness in Costa Mesa” that will provide
members of the public with pertinent information regarding the
city’s search for a location to create shelter beds as
required by Federal Court.

The new webpage, located here, will be updated on a regular
basis and contains important facts, useful links and resources
for those who are homeless or may be on the verge of being
homeless.

Look for videos, Frequently Asked Questions and more
information in the coming days and weeks ahead.

The webpage creation is in response to a lawsuit filed against
the City of Costa Mesa, Anaheim, Orange, Santa Ana and the
County of Orange regarding Santa Ana River trail and the
individuals who were illegally camping there and were
scheduled to be moved.

As part of that lawsuit, Federal District Court Judge David
Carter ordered the city to provide shelter beds equal to 60
percent of the city’s last homeless count numbers. In January
of 2017, the count found 103 unsheltered homeless individuals
in Costa Mesa, and 60% of 103 equals 62 beds.

In response to the judge’s order, the City of Costa Mesa 1is
aggressively searching to identify appropriate locations
throughout the city for potential purchase and development of
a new community shelter. A number of locations throughout the
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city have and continue being evaluated and inspected by city
staff.

City staff is evaluating market conditions and price, zoning
and city code obstacles and potential community impacts for
each location. There is no perfect location. The court order
has created very short timelines that require fast decisions.

In addition, Costa Mesa has already satisfied the need for 12
of its 62 required beds by approving an application to operate
a critical care facility from College Hospital, a longtime and
respected provider of mental health and medical treatment in
the community.

The city’'s commitment with any location will be to design the
highest quality facility that is securely operated and free of
loitering or neighborhood disruptions and any impacts to the
greater Costa Mesa community will be minimized.

The particular focus will be a 2,000-foot radius around where
the required shelter is placed. It is vital that this center
does not negatively impact the 1immediate surrounding
neighborhood.

Additionally, by opening a 50-bed community shelter, the city
will avoid further litigation and the court will allow the
city to put a heightened focus and strict enforcement of the
city’s anti-camping laws.

City officials continue work
to fulfill court requirement
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for shelter beds

The City of Costa Mesa has been a county leader in finding
compassionate and creative solutions to help individuals
experiencing homelessness, while at the same time
appropriately conducting enforcement efforts to ensure the
safety and well-being of residents, business owners and
visitors.

Despite those efforts, a lawsuit was filed against the City of
Costa Mesa and Federal District Court Judge David Carter
ordered the city to provide shelter beds equal to 60 percent
of the city’s last homeless count numbers.

In January of 2017, the count found 103 unsheltered homeless
individuals in Costa Mesa, and 60% of 103 equals 62 beds.

Click here to read our latest Fact Sheet for more information.

Assistant Recreation
Supervisor Christian
Hernandez gets City Manager
Leadership Award

City Manager Tom Hatch presented Assistant Recreation
Supervisor Christian Hernandez with the City Manager
Leadership Award for October at the monthly Meet and Greet
Ceremony on Thursday Oct. 25.

“Christian is a great example of how hard work and dedication
can propel your career,” City Manager Hatch said. “He started
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with the city in an entry level position and has consistently
progressed through the organization as one of our valued
leaders. He’s an outstanding role model for anyone who 1is
considering a career 1in city government.”

As the assistant recreation supervisor, Hernandez oversees the
city’'s free, youth sports and fitness program that serve
thousands of kids weekly. He also became the staff lead for
the reintroduced and revamped Mobile Recreation program.

He was also part of the team that was awarded the Healthy Out-
of-School Grant from the Walmart Foundation and also assisted
with bringing the Los Angeles Chargers Summer Training Camp to
Jack Hammett Sports Complex.

Hernandez was part of the team that worked to subcontract the
City’'s adult softball league, which has resulted 1in
participation growing to more than 100 active softball teams
per season. He serves as the staff representative of the Youth
Sports Council, where he meets monthly with representatives
from the school district and representatives from every youth
sports organization 1in the city. He was also a major
contributor towards updating the City’s outdated and confusing
Field Use and Allocation Policy.

Hernandez began his Costa Mesa career in March of 2011 as a
part-time recreation leader II and received multiple
promotions begore being named to his current role in December
of 2016.

Hernandez holds a degree in Sports Psychology and Leadership
with a Minor in Recreation from Cal State Long Beach and is
currently attending Cal State Long Beach to receive his
Master’s in Public Administration.

In addition to Hernandez, City Manager Hatch recognized the
following new hires and promotions.

In Development Services, Andy Godinez and Rene Jiminez have



been hired as new full-time — Code Enforcement Officers and in
the Finance Department, Louis Li is the new Budget Specialist.

In the Parks & Community Services Department, Ashley Armenta
Vega is the new Recreation Leader II and Arely Escoto is the
new Recreation Leader III, and the Police Department hired
Christine Van as a new Communications Officer.

Two promotions announced at the Meet and Greet event included
Emmanuel Gutierrez Jacinto who was promoted Recreation Leader
IIT and Bill Nelson to Management Aide.

Public Service crews prepare
Lions Park Projects with new
power infrastructure

Construction of the Lions Park Projects progresses with
another major milestone approaching.

As the new library mechanical and HVAC systems, electrical and
lighting systems, plumbing and fire sprinkler systems are
being installed, on Nov. 1, Southern California Edison (SCE)
will be delivering and 1installing the new electrical
transformer for the project.

This task will require an electrical shutdown to the Downtown
Recreation Center, existing library, and Historical Society
building.

The shutdown is expected to take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This portion of work is taking place at a time that will allow
for the remaining construction to take place without
interruption.
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The installation of insulation and drywall is almost complete
and ceiling systems are currently being constructed. Windows
and storefronts are being installed, the elevator shaft is 1in
place, and exterior scaffolding is erected for surface
treatments.

The site also continues to take shape with the grading for the
new one-acre park, vegetated bioswales, and associated
pedestrian bridges

Homeless lawsuit settlement
update

The City of Costa Mesa is continuing to negotiate with the
plaintiffs and working to resolve the 0C Catholic Worker case.

The lawsuit was filed against the City of Costa Mesa, Anaheim,
Orange, Santa Ana and the County of Orange regarding the Santa
Ana River trail and the individuals who were illegally camping
there and were scheduled to be moved.
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As part of that lawsuit, Federal District Court Judge David
Carter ordered the city of Costa Mesa to provide shelter beds
equal to 60 percent of the city’'s last homeless count numbers.
In January of 2017, the count found 103 unsheltered homeless
individuals in Costa Mesa.

The City of Costa Mesa has been aggressively searching to
identify appropriate locations throughout the city for
potential purchase and development of a new community shelter.
The city’'s commitment with any location will be to design the
highest quality facility that is securely operated, free of
loitering or neighborhood disruptions and any impacts to the
greater Costa Mesa community will be minimized.

By opening the required 50-bed community shelter, the city
will avoid further litigation, and the court will allow the
city to put a heightened focus on the city’s anti-camping laws
and apply a much stricter enforcement.



