Wanted: A few, good formal
dresses for wives of city’s
adopted Marines

Once again, the City of Costa Mesa and the Costa Mesa Military
Affairs team seek donations of “like new” prom dresses, ball
gowns, cocktail dresses and accessories for the spouses of 1st
Battalion, 5th Marines (1/5), the Camp Pendelton-based
infantry battalion that the city has adopted.

The dresses will be worn at the annual Marine Ball, which
takes place in October and celebrates the anniversary of the
Marines Corps’ founding.

The collection point for the dresses will be the concierge
desk in the lobby of City Hall at 77 Fair Drive. Donations
will be accepted now through Sept. 10.

For further information, please contact Dan Baker at (714)
754-5156.

Police Foot Patrols Welcomed
by Residents and Businesses

As part of the department’s Community Oriented Policing
efforts, Costa Mesa officers are expanding a new foot patrol
unit that has been having success with eliminating loitering
and other issues associated with homeless and transients on
19th Street and the Westside.

Now officers are taking those successes to the Eastside and
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walking the beat along 17th Street between Newport Boulevard
and Santa Ana Avenue.

One recent Friday, officers, Slawek Luczkiewicz, June Jeong,
Katrina Cover and Sgt. Bang Le walked through local shopping
centers and strip malls, ensuring that transients were not
loitering or sleeping there.

“We never have done a full scale foot patrol in the city,”
Chief Rob Sharpnack said. “It goes to the heart of Community
Oriented Policing. The officers are excited about it and we
will look for ways to make it more effective.”

The new foot patrol dovetails with other community policing
efforts such as the bike patrol, where officers are using
creative ways to be more visible and get out of the patrol

cars. And the 19" Street and 17" Street corridors are great
places for the patrols in particular because of the density of
businesses and residents.

The idea sprang forward as Chief Sharpnack was brainstorming
with his command staff about ways to improve the police
department’s community approach.

Lt. Joyce LaPointe was the main advocate for the foot patrols,
Sharpnack said.

The officers are making a lot of progress, LaPointe said. What
started out as an idea to help businesses in the community has
expanded to also helping the homeless and letting them know
where they can and can’t be. And the response from the
community, businesses and officers has been largely positive.

“Overall I've been getting a lot of good feedback from
officers,” LaPointe said. “It has brought back that old
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traditional feeling of being a cop and being in the community.
I’'ve been really pleased with the response.”

Chief Sharpnack said he’s heard the same positive feedback
from his officers.

“What I'm hearing is the officers think 1it’'s another
opportunity for them to get out and interact with members of
the public,” Chief Sharpnack said. “They develop a bond with
residents and business owners.”

Orange County DA Rackauckus
says state measures and laws
are contributing to crime
spike

Orange County District Attorney Tony Rackauckus told a Costa
Mesa Chamber of Commerce breakfast crowd that state laws that
make it harder for law enforcement to put criminals in jail
are bad news for communities where crime is now on the rise
and he warned that similar laws could be passed in November.

Speaking to chamber members gathered at the Costa Mesa Country
Club, Rackauckus decried the passage of AB 109, which allows
early release of those convicted of so-called victimless
crimes and Proposition 47, a statewide measure that
reclassified a whole list of felonies to misdemeanors.

“It’'s a big problem and it’s a growing problem,” Rackauckus
said of the spike in the number of offenders who are either
back on the street or getting slaps on the wrists for burglary
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and robbery. “Crime is on the increase.”

The district attorney said tougher laws passed in the 1990s,
like the Three Strikes law that sent criminals to jail for
life after three major offenses, had brought the crime rate
down to historic lows. But he said the latest measures are
making it harder for law enforcement to do its job and
reversing those years of progress.

“The Three Strikes law was great and put a lot of career
criminals in prison,” he said. “It was part of a national wave
to reduce crime.”

Rackauckus told the crowd that in 2015 his staff of 800
prosecutors and investigators reviewed 70,000 cases. Of those
cases, 58,000 charges were filed with a 92% felony conviction
rate.

He also said he has worked with other DAs to get a measure on
the ballot, Proposition 66, that would make the death penalty
more efficient.

But he warned of a competing measure, Proposition 62, that
would eliminate the death penalty and Propositon 57, which if
passed would make parole hearings easier to get for those
behind bars.

That measure would potentially make 35,000 to 45,000 criminals
eligible for parole.

In the Spotlight: CMPD
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Officer Lance Healey

Costa Mesa Police Officer Lance Healey was the recipient of
June’s CEO Leadership Award.

OQur video team spent some time with Healey, who helps run the
Police Department’s highly successful Pre-Academy, to get an
idea of what his workday is like. Click on the video below for
more:

Council meeting cancellation
anticipated for Tuesday July
19

The city is making plans to cancel the regularly scheduled
July 19 City Council meeting this Tuesday because it 1is
anticipated that there will not be the mandated quorum of
three council members in attendance.

As a courtesy to residents, the city is distributing a
courtesy notice.

New 1/5 Marine Banners now


https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/in-the-spotlight-cmpd-officer-lance-healey/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/council-meeting-cancellation-anticipated-for-tuesday-july-19/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/council-meeting-cancellation-anticipated-for-tuesday-july-19/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/council-meeting-cancellation-anticipated-for-tuesday-july-19/
http://www.costamesaca.gov/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=22461
http://www.costamesaca.gov/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=22461
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/new-15-marine-banners-now-adorn-fair-drive/

adorn Fair Drive

The Costa Mesa Military Affairs team, in support of the Costa
Mesa City Council, relaunched its Military Banner Program on
Monday July 11 in front of Costa Mesa City Hall.

To kick off to the program, 12 banners were installed along
Fair Drive with language that reads “Costa Mesa supports the

1/5 Marines.” The banners are in reference to the 1°°

Battalion 5 Marine Regiment unit that the City adopted in
2008 and currently supports.

The installation of the banners 1s designed to encourage
support by the community and help to promote the City’s
existing Military Banner program, which allows for Costa Mesa
citizens to pay for and display a banner along Fair Drive that
honors current family members who are active in the military.

The outpouring of support provided by our community through
various events and activities brings funds for the troops and
their families, evokes good will, inspires civic pride and
patriotism, and is encouraging to the men and women of the
battalion.
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To make a donation or to enquire about supporting one or both
programs, please send a check or contribution to the City of
Costa Mesa. P.0. Box 1200, Costa Mesa, CA 92628-1200 and
designate the gift for either the “1/5 Marine banner fund,” or
the “Military Banner Fund.” To discuss contributions or take
the steps to apply to have a banner installed to honor an
active Military Family member please contact Dan Baker at
(714) 754-5156 .

Three more officers joiln
Costa Mesa Police
Department’s rising ranks

Police Chief Rob Sharpnack praised yet another “bright spot”
in the department’s rebuilding efforts as he introduced two
promising new officers and one new reserve officer in a
swearing-in and badge-pinning ceremony Monday morning July 11.

The two officers were much-coveted lateral hires, bringing in
valuable experience and leadership to a growing police
department.

Kristofer Moore comes to Costa Mesa via the San Bernardino
Sheriff Department and Denny Bak moved from the Fullerton
Police Department. In addition, the chief announced the
addition of Reserve Officer Cory Estes, who comes by way of
the Los Angeles Police Department, where he is currently a
field training officer.

Chief Sharpnack said he was especially proud of the new, young
and enthusiastic talent that makes up a big portion of the
Costa Mesa police force and the success of the department’s
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training programs.

“Throughout the county, a number of executives and law
enforcement leaders have talked about the excellence and
energy this agency has shown,” Sharpnack said, referring to
the department’s success in enforcing high-profile criminal
cases. “We are at the tip of the spear when it comes to
technology and advanced training.”

City CEO Tom Hatch, Mayor Steve Mensinger and Councilwoman
Katrina Foley also attended the ceremony and personally
welcomed the new officers aboard.

“There are a lot of people here who have worked hard to make
this a great organization,” Hatch told the officers. “We are
the best police department in Orange County.”

Bak grew up in Laguna Beach and attended UCI, where he
graduated in 2005 with a bachelor’s degree in economics. He
attended the Rio Hondo Police Academy in 2008 and was hired by
the Irivine Police Department in 2009. In 2010, he was
recognized as Auto Theft Officer of the Year. In 2011 and
2012, Bak earned MADD awards for DUI enforcement along with
the MADD Hero Award in 2012.

In 2013, Bak joined the Fullerton Police Department, serving
as a patrol officer and field training officer. He is also
Drug Recognition Expert and Firearms Instructor and helps
prepare new recruits for the police academy. Bak also earned
MADD awards there as well in 2013 and 2015.

Moore has been with the San Bernardino County Sheriff'’s
Department since 2014 and attended the department’s basic
academy, where he graduated top of the class. He was assigned
to the custodial environment at West Valley Detention Center.
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Over the past two years, Moore has been exposed to a variety
of custody assignments and training opportunities.

A state champion and All American swimmer in high school and
college, Moore served as an ocean lifequard for the city of
San Clemente from 2006 to 2014, where he was awarded both the
Unsung Hero and the Lifeguard of the Year awards.

Estes was hired by the Los Angeles Police Department in 2008
and attended that department’s basic academy. Over the past
several years, Estes has been assigned to the Hollywood
Division, West Traffic, and Harbor Division. He has worked
collaterally in plain clothes-undercover, bike patrol and
special enforcement assignments. Currently, he serves as a
Field Training Officer in the Harbor Division.

Estes grew up in Long Beach and attended UCI, where he earned
a bachelor’s degree in psychology and social behavior.

After having badges pinned on them by family members, the
three officers were sworn in by Costa Mesa City Clerk Brenda
Green. See video below:

http://cityofcostamesanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/MVI
7923 .mp4

Operation Clean Slate founder
given Mayor'’s Award

On Tuesday July 5, Mayor Steve Mensinger presented Michael
Howard, the founder and executive director of Operation Clean
Slate, with the Mayor’'s Award to recognize the work his
nonprofit has done to deter youths from vandalizing property
with graffiti by having them paint murals instead.
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“For your vyears of service to this community, vyour
extraordinary leadership, and your passion for working with
youth and providing them with a positive outlet for their
creativity, it is my honor and privilege to present you with
the Mayor’s Award,” Mensinger said.

Based in Costa Mesa, Operation Clean Slate has partnered with
over 25,000 volunteers and produced over 1,000 murals at more
than 800 schools throughout Southern California and in six
other countries.

Howard started the nonprofit back in 1993 as a solution to
graffiti and vandalism while teaching at juvenile hall.

In Costa Mesa, Operation Clean Slate has painted more than 45
murals on 16 different school campuses, including Rea
Elementary which now has five, They have also painted murals
around town at Bark Park, Mesa Water District, Doria’s Haus of
Pizza and New Directions for Women.

“It’s an honor and I'm really excited that the arts are being
acknowledged,” Howard said upon receiving the award. “It’s
great to have the community recognize what we are doing and we
are going to keep doing it.”

Final public hearing on
voting districts scheduled to
take place on Tuesday July 12

The City Council will conduct the final public hearing on the
formation of council districts during a special meeting on
Tuesday July 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, 77
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Fair Drive, Costa Mesa.

More information on the voting district proposal can be seen
by clicking here to view the city’'s official web page.

For questions concerning this public hearing, please contact
Brenda Green, City Clerk, City of Costa Mesa, at (714)
754-5225.
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City Clerk announces open
house and public hearing on
voting district formations

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of
Costa Mesa will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, July 5,
2016, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard, in the City Council Chamber, 77 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa,
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California, to consider the formation of council districts and
to consider establishing the exact boundaries of the council
districts to be reflected in a district map or maps.

If any part of the proposed project is challenged in court,
participants may be limited to raising only those issues that
were raised during the public hearing, or 1in written
communication delivered to the council at or prior to the
public hearing.

Any person with an interest in this matter is invited to
attend said hearing and testify.

An informational Open House will be held prior to the public
hearing on the same day, Tuesday, July 5, 2016, from 4:30 p.m.

to 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall 1°' Floor Conference Room, 77
Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, California, for review of proposed
district maps.

For questions concerning this open house or public hearing,
please contact Brenda Green, City Clerk, City of Costa Mesa,
at (714) 754-5225.
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Costa Mesa Police Officer
Lance Healey honored with CEO
Leadership Award

City CEO Tom Hatch presented Costa Mesa Police Officer Lance
Healey with the June CEO Leadership Award at the monthly meet
and greet on Thursday June 23.

Healey joined the Costa Mesa Police Department in 2005 after a
lengthy and distinguished 20-year career in the Marine Corps,
where he held the titles of Team Leader, Platoon Sergeant,
Platoon Commander and Chief Instructor at Camp Pendleton’s
Scout Sniper Basic Course.

Officer Healey currently serves as the Sniper Team Leader for
the department’s SWAT team and 1is responsible for the
section’s monthly training. His involvement in the Training
Bureau includes serving as a Firearms Instructor, development
and execution of the new 16 hour POST-mandated firearms
course, and development and administration of the Pre-Academy,
as the Lead Instructor, preparing recruits from multiple
agencies for the Sheriff’s Academy. Lance is instrumental in
ensuring the success of our Academy recruits.

He also hopes to reestablish Costa Mesa’s K9 program and
develop a new standard of excellence to ensure the program’s
long-term success.

In addition, Hatch honored seven newly hired employees, namely
McKenna Ewing from the CEO’'s Office, Victoria Chavez, Ana
Cordova, Rohan Ronvelia and Quinn Harter from Parks and
Community Services and Kevin Suy and June Jeong from the
Police Department. Jeong, the newest police recruit, graduated
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top of the class from the Orange County Sheriff’s Academy.

Also honored was Bart Mejia from Public Services who was
recently promoted to City Engineer.

Be safe on July 4 and avoid
injuries

Beginning June 30 through July 4, safe and sane fireworks will
be available for sale and for use in the city of Costa Mesa.

While the city encourages residents to purchase the legal
fireworks, which supports local non-profit groups, there will
be zero tolerance for anyone caught using the illegal
versions. Sale of a illegal fireworks in California is a
felony and lighting them is a misdemeanor. Click here for more
information in English and Spanish on fireworks.

We urge residents to follow these safety tips provided by the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission when using legal
fireworks:

Most Injured Body Parts
12%

Eyes

19%

Heads, faces
< and ears
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 Never allow young children to play with or ignite
fireworks.

= Avoid buying fireworks that are packaged in brown paper
because this is often a sign that the fireworks were
made for professional displays and that they could pose
a danger to consumers.

» Always have an adult supervise fireworks activities.
Parents don’t realize that young children suffer
injuries from sparklers. Sparklers burn at temperatures
of about 2,000 degrees — hot enough to melt some metals.

= Never place any part of your body directly over a
fireworks device when lighting the fuse. Back up to a
safe distance immediately after lighting fireworks.

= Never try to re-light or pick up fireworks that have not
ignited fully.

= Never point or throw fireworks at another person.

- Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose handy in case of
fire or other mishap.

» Light fireworks one at a time, then move back quickly.

 Never carry fireworks in a pocket or shoot them off in
metal or glass containers.

« After fireworks complete their burning, douse the spent
device with plenty of water from a bucket or hose before
discarding it to prevent a trash fire.

» Make sure fireworks are legal in your area before buying
or using them.



