Public Works deploys
Innovative solution to
advance Adams Avenue curb
construction

This week, the contractor building safety and mobility
improvements on Adams Avenue used a creative solution to
install the new center medians with a machine that “extrudes”
the concrete in a shape of a typical curb.

The machine was in operation for one day to quickly form the
curb and roll it out rapidly.

One day of using the new machine replaces the usual process of
creating a curb that takes about two weeks.

Normally, staff use wood and stakes to create forms that are
then filled with concrete. The wood forms are then removed
after the concrete hardens and staff touch things up and fill
in voids and irregularities.

Members of the public who have traveled along Adams Avenue on
Monday may have seen the crew working quickly to lay out the
concrete (a bit like play doh), smooth out irregularities, and
prepare the area for remaining paving and landscaping work.

The Adams Avenue project will rebuild the medians, install new
landscaping, slurry seal the roadway, provide fresh roadway
striping, and add Cycle Track bikeways. Construction 1is
planned to continue in May and June, with completion before
the 0C Fair this summer.

Thanks to everyone for your patience traveling through the
construction zone and keep an eye out for continued
innovations to shorten construction duration by City crews.
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Fairview Park Master Plan
documents are available for
public review

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents for the
Fairview Park Master Plan Update are now available for public
review.

The CEQA documents evaluate potential environmental impacts
associated with the updated Fairview Park Master Plan. These
documents have been circulated for a 30-day public comment
period, during which agencies, stakeholders, and members of
the public are invited to review the documents and submit
written comments.

Following the close of the comment period on May 29, the City
will review and prepare responses to environmental comments
received as part of the final CEQA process prior to the City
Council’s consideration of project approval.

Please visit the project webpage on the City’'s website to
review the study and document and for instructions on public
comment submission: costamesaca.gov/fvpmp.

Deadline to submit poems for
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Sidewalk Poetry Project for
Ketchum-Libolt Park is today
April 27

As part of a collaboration between the city’s Public Works and
Parks & Community Services departments, the City of Costa Mesa
is accepting short poem entries for the Sidewalk Poetry
Project from residents and individuals with connections and
ties to Costa Mesa.

The city is looking for new poems to imprint into new concrete
at Ketchum-Libolt Park.

ELIGIBILITY AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Ketchum-Libolt Park: All writers/poets/ages are invited to
submit poetry for consideration.

Themes: Community, Heroism, Duty, Safety, Service

Application Deadline: April 27

Click link below for more:

SIDEWALK POETRY PROJECT 2026 Ketchum Libolt Park Survey

Parks recreation coordinator
Victoria Castillo 1s April’s
City Manager Leadership Award
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recipient

City Manager Cecilia Gallardo-Daly presented the City Manager
Leadership Award for April to Recreation Coordinator Victoria
Castillo.

“Victoria is beloved by her coworkers and city facility users
for her kind personality and excellent customer service,”
Gallardo-Daly said. “She makes everybody around her,
especially her staff, feel like a VIP. She is the embodiment
of what we want our city staff to strive for. I'm so glad she
is part of our team, and it’'s my honor to present her with
this award.”

Castillo joined the City in September 2019 as a Community
Services Leader at Lions Park and was quickly promoted to a
Senior Community Services Leader for the ROCKS program.

She was soon promoted to the Recreation Specialist position at
the Senior Center and then to her current position of
Recreation Coordinator overseeing Facility rentals in July
2022.

She helped kick start the grand opening and remodel of the
Norma Hertzog Community Center. She took full ownership of the
facility and developed many of the policies and procedures for
the building’s operations and hired and trained most of the
Community Service Leaders for the facility team.

She continues to strive in her facility management role as she
also oversees and manages the city’s teen program, which
includes special events, seasonal camps, monthly excursions,
and activities for the two after-school teen centers. Victoria
trains all the Parks & Community Services Department’s
commercial drivers and is always a team player for last minute
projects and initiatives.

Castillo is a Cal State Long Beach graduate with a bachelor’s
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degree in health science.

Come Cruise the Loop along
Mesa Verde Drive East on
April 12

The public is invited to take part in the fun, family-friendly
“Cruise the Loop” community festival on Sunday, April 12, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For the duration of event on Sunday, the City will close the
outside lane to cars and provide a wider space for biking,
scooting, and rolling in golf carts.

Experience the corridor in a new way and provide your thoughts
on how this re-imagined Mesa Verde Drive could enhance safety,
connectivity, and accessibility in our community.

Bike, roll or drive your golf cart along Mesa Verde Drive East
between Baker Street and Harbor Boulevard. Two activity hubs
along the route will offer:

 Bike Safety Rodeo
e Live Music

« Carnival Games
 Face Painter
 Health & Wellness

e Bike/Golf Carts Showcase
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e Kids arts and crafts
e AND MORE!

For more details about the Cruise the Loop event, please visit
our webpage here.

Costa Mesa recognized with
Tree City USA designation for
the 21st year

The City of Costa Mesa has once again been recognized as a
Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation. 2025 marks the 21st
year that the city has met all the criteria required to
receive this designation.

Earning Tree City USA recognition 1is a great accomplishment
for our community as it recognizes the City’'s commitment to
growing and maintaining its urban forest.

According to the Arbor Day Foundation, a thriving urban forest
offers a number of advantages to the community such as:

e Trees help absorb the sounds of traffic in urban areas by
40%.

* Neighborhoods with trees are seven to nine degrees cooler
than those without.

* Trees reduce energy costs up to 25% by shading buildings and
protecting them from winter winds.

* Homes with trees have higher property values.
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e Green space plays a major role in improving mental and
physical health.

e Planting and maintaining trees absorbs carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere, mitigating the effects of climate change.

The draft Fairview
Developmental Center Specific
Plan 1s coming soon to the
public

The City of Costa Mesa will host a series of Community Open
Houses as it continues the public outreach process for the
Fairview Developmental Center Specific Plan.

Spanish translation services will be available at all events.
Please join us at one of three workshops to learn more about:

e The Community’s Vision for the Plan
 Development Standards Crafted to Accomplish the Vision
* Review and Provide Feedback on the Draft Plan

The Community Open Houses are scheduled to take place at the
following locations, dates and times, and community members
are encouraged to attend a meeting that best meets their
schedules. Children’s activities will be available for the in-
person events and the same information will be shared at each
event:

March 24, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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Los Lagos Room, Costa Mesa Country Club

1701 Golf Course Drive

Costa Mesa

March 26, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Grand Hall, Costa Mesa Senior Center

695 W 19th Street

Costa Mesa

March 30, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m

Virtual Workshop: https://us@6web.zoom.us/j/83371215287

The City is seeking the community’s input during the public
review period beginning on March 16 to April 15.

The Public Draft Fairview Developmental Center Specific Plan
includes the regulations that will gquide the future
redevelopment of the Fairview Developmental Center.

The draft document will be available to review, access, and
provide written <comments on the project webpage
at: www.FDCHousingPlan.com.

City demonstrates safety
improvements at Placentia
Avenue and Center Street
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intersection

On Sunday, March 8, City Public Works Department staff hosted
a community outreach event at the Placentia Avenue and Center
Street intersection.

Mayor Pro Tem Manuel Chavez and Council Member Arlis Reynolds
attended the event that provided a forum to discuss the
project and gain input directly from residents about planned
safety improvements.

City staff creatively used plants and construction equipment
to temporarily demonstrate a high visibility crosswalk and
curb extension, providing residents with hands-on experience
of the potential improvements.

During the event, residents could visualize safety
improvements and speak directly with City staff for questions
and input. City staff will utilize the input to inform the
design, which is expected to begin soon and will include a new
crossing of Placentia Avenue.

Approximately 60-80 residents attended the event, which was
promoted by Resilience 0C.

Fire Captain Heunemann
receives the March City
Manager Leadership Award

City Manager Cecilia Gallardo-Daly presented the City Manager
Leadership Award to Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue Captain John
Heunemann.
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“Captain Heunemann has a broad range of valuable life skill
sets that continue to be noteworthy contributions to those
around him and to his evolution as a Costa Mesa Fire Captain,”
Gallardo-Daly said. “He does an excellent job of connecting
with people and getting the job done with a valued blend of
mindful professionalism, sound technical competency and a
congenial disposition. I'm proud to present him with this
award.”

Captain Heunemann attended Mission Viejo High School and after
graduation went on to study chemistry at San Diego State
University. Heunemann had aspirations to be a Chemistry
Professor, but then one day he realized he didn’t want to work
inside all and decided to pursue a career in the fire service.
Heunemann decided to test for a fire agency and the rest is
history.

Heunemann began with CMFR as a Firefighter in 2003 and was
promoted to Fire Captain in 2010. During his tenure with the
department, Heunemann has been a key member in many of the
Urban Search and Rescue drills and he introduced the
electronic charting program to both the city and the county.

In 2024, Heunemann volunteered to be a Regional Task Force
training manager. Those duties include developing and
coordinating all the necessary certifications for each of the
30 positions needed to deploy as a Regional Task Force.
Additionally, Heunemann maintains all the training records,
including quarterly training exercises, of the task force. He
is responsible for coordination of all training aspects of the
taks force and four partner agency training officers.

Heunemann developed the first of its kind certification track
task book for each position within the task force. The task
book is in the process of being recognized at the State level
by the CAL OES Urban Search and Rescue Working Group as the
standard moving forward for all 13 Regional Task Forces within
the State of California.



Prior to working for CMFR, Heunemann worked at Mission Viejo
Hospital and Balboa Naval Hospital in the NICU, as a
Respiratory Therapist.

California Transportation
Commissioners Visit Costa
Mesa

Statewide transportation policy and funding commissioners
visited the City of Costa Mesa on Feb. 26 to tour Newport
Boulevard.

The California Transportation Commission is responsible for
programming and allocating funds for the construction of
highway, passenger rail, transit and active transportation
improvements throughout California.

Three commissioners, Chair Clarissa Reyes Falcon, Lee Ann
Eager, and Dr. Adonia Lugo joined Council Member Arlis
Reynolds, City Manager Cecilia Gallardo-Daly, Assistant City
Manager Alma Reyes, City staff, and Caltrans for a discussion
at the Norma Hertzog Community Center.

Also attending were representatives from State Senator Steven
Choi’'s office, and Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris.


https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/california-transportation-commissioners-visit-costa-mesa/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/california-transportation-commissioners-visit-costa-mesa/
https://www.cityofcostamesanews.com/california-transportation-commissioners-visit-costa-mesa/

. . . .r--"

The group then walked to Newport Boulevard to discuss safety
for people walking along and across the Caltrans-managed
roadway.

City staff organized the tour to continue collaboration with
our state partners to address important needs for our
community.

Costa Mesa Residents Sought
to Serve on City Committees

The Costa Mesa City Council is currently seeking residents to
serve on the following City Committees:

Animal Services Committee: The Committee meets on the fourth
Wednesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. except for August and
December and provides advice and recommendations to the City
Council on animal services issues and to promote pet
licensing, assist with planning and execution of animal-
related events. The (City is recruiting for four members
(Appointments by Mayor John Stephens, Council Member Jeff
Pettis, Council Member Loren Gameros, and Council Member Mike
Buley), each for a term expiration of April 2028 and one
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member (Appointment by Council Member Andrea Marr) with a term
expiration of April 2027. For further information, contact
Animal Services Coordinator Jessica Torrejon at (714) 754-5128
or visit www.costamesaca.gov/ASC.

Active Transportation Committee: The Committee meets on the
first Wednesday of the month and helps plan and implement an
Active Transportation network for the City by improving
bicycle and pedestrian connectivity throughout the City, and
also assists with the review, update and implementation of the
city’s Active Transportation Plan. The City is recruiting for
six members (Appointments by Mayor Stephens, Council Member
Gameros, Council Member Buley, Council Member Pettis, and the
Council Liaison), each for a term expiration of April 2028.
For further information, contact Active Transportation
Coordinator Brett Atencio Thomas at (714) 754-5275 or
visit www.costamesaca.gov/ATC.

Finance and Pension Advisory Committee: The Committee meets on
the second Wednesday of the month and provides advice to the
City Council on 1issues related to significant financial
matters and advises annually on the adoption of the City’s
budget, the allocation of any budget surpluses, and the City’s
investment performance and policies. The City is recruiting
for one member (Appointment by Council Member Pettis) for a
term expiration of April 2028. Applicants shall have pension
knowledge or shall be residents or individuals that conduct
business within the City and have a background that includes
experience in securities trading, financial planning, banking,
auditing, accounting, or a closely related and relevant field.
For further information, contact Executive Assistant Dina Wild
at (714) 754-5243 or visit www.costamesaca.gov/FIPAC.

Housing and Public Service Grants Committee: The committee
meets twice a year and helps to promote understanding of the
community development process and activities funded by the
U.S. Housing and Urban Development Department (HUD) and
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG). Additionally, the


http://www.costamesaca.gov/ASC
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ATC
http://www.costamesaca.gov/FIPAC

committee rates and ranks applications for CDBG public service
grants, ultimately developing funding recommendations for City
Council recommendations. The City is recruiting for four
members (Appointments by Mayor Stephens, Council Member
Pettis, Council Member Gameros, and Council Member Buley),
each for a term expiration of April 2028. For further
information, contact Grant Administrator Nancy Sa at (714)
754-5678 or visit www.costamesaca.gov/HPSGC.

Mobile Home Park Advisory Committee: The committee meets
quarterly and addresses issues that will help improve the
quality of life in mobile home parks and review matters
concerning mobile home parks in the City. The City 1is
recruiting for two (members; one Mobile Home Park Resident and
one Independent Citizen At-large (Appointments by Council
Member Pettis and Council Member Buley), each for a term
expiration of April 2028. For further information, contact
Grant Administrator Nancy Sa at (714) 754-5678 or
visit www.costamesaca.gov/MHPAC.

Application Process — Residents who are interested in getting
involved in local government are encouraged to complete a
Committee Application Form from the City Clerk’s Office or
from the City’s website (www.costamesaca.gov/apply). The
completed application may be submitted online; mailed to Costa
Mesa City Clerk at Post Office Box 1200, Costa Mesa,
California, 92628-1200; emailed to cityclerk@costamesaca.gov;
or hand-delivered to the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 77
Fair Drive, Costa Mesa. The deadline is 5 p.m., Thursday,
March 26, 2026. The appointments are tentatively scheduled for
the April 7, 2026 City Council meeting.

MEDIA CONTACT

Tony Dodero

(714) 754-5288
tony.dodero@costamesaca.gov
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Workshops on housing and
mixed use development to take
place the week of March 2

The City of Costa Mesa invites residents, businesses, and
community organizations to participate in community workshops
that will consider new opportunities for housing and mixed-use
development.

Through interactive exhibits, participants will explore how
local regulations can shape the built environment.

These activities are part of the City’s Neighborhoods Where We
All Belong initiative to implement Housing Element programs,
allow optional housing potential on “Measure K” properties,
and 1increase new housing and mixed-use development
opportunities in specific parts of the community.

Public input gathered at the following events will help the
City refine draft strategies for regulating new residential
and mixed-use buildings. All three workshops will present the
same information and include Spanish interpretation.

Simply attend the event that is the most convenient for your
schedule. The in-person workshops will include free snacks,
refreshments, and children’s activities. Please join this
important conversation about the future of housing in Costa
Mesa.

Monday, March 2

6 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Norma Hertzog Community Center
1845 Park Avenue, Costa Mesa
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Thursday, March 5

6 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Virtual Workshop (Zoom)

Join virtually from: www.CostaMesaNeighborhoods.com

Saturday, March 7

10 a.m. — 12 p.m.

Costa Mesa Senior Center

695 W. 19th Street, Costa Mesa

For more information about the Neighborhoods Where We All
Belong effort, visit www.CostaMesaNeighborhoods.com.


http://www.costamesaneighborhoods.com/
http://www.costamesaneighborhoods.com/

