N-MUSD Brings Home the Gold

The California Department of Education (CDE) awarded twelve
elementary schools in Newport-Mesa Unified School District
(NMUSD) with the California Gold Ribbon Award, in recognition
of their outstanding educational programs and practices that
contribute to closing the achievement gap.

The Gold Ribbon program replaces the California Distinguished
Schools program during the two years that California 1is
developing new assessment and accountability systems. The
California Gold Ribbon Schools Award was created to honor
schools while the California Distinguished Schools Program 1is
on hiatus as California transitions to new assessment and
accountability systems. Traditionally, the Distinguished
Schools Program honored public schools that showed improved
student outcomes as measured through standardized testing and
reporting scores and additional measures.

The Gold Ribbon program is different from the California
Distinguished Schools program in that it focuses on
recognizing schools that demonstrate academic progress through
the implementation of the new State standards.

The seven NMUSD schools in Costa Mesa that were honored with
the California Gold Ribbon Award are:

Davis Magnet School

Davis Magnet School was recognized as a Gold Ribbon School for
their success in closing the achievement gap, engaging parents
and community and use of technology through their project
based learning, which focuses on improving achievement 1in
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).

Sample project based learning at Davis Magnet School include a
rollercoaster challenge, where students create a rollercoaster
to learn about motion and force; develop a bio-waste digester,
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which teaches students about waste matter, renewable energy,
chemistry and more. The project based approach to learning has
resulted in 75 percent of Davis students meeting or exceeded
English language arts standards and 74 percent meeting or
exceeded math standards, based on the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium data. These percentages are 39 to 125
percent higher than district, county, and state averages.
Learn more about Davis Magnet School
at http://davismagnet.nmusd.us.

Kaiser Elementary

Kaiser Elementary uniquely serves students in grades three
through six and was selected as a Gold Ribbon School for their
success implementing their Read All Day (RAD) Program. The RAD
program includes various tiers of instruction, grounded on new
state standards, student assessments to determine the tier of
instruction that best suits each student’s need, and creating
a community culture of reading.

The RAD program has resulted in a 24 percent increase 1in
student reading proficiency. Based on 2015 Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium data, English learners exceed state
averages by nine percent, socio-economically disadvantaged
students exceed state averages by 11 percent and special
education students exceed state standards by 18 percent. To
learn more about Kaiser Elementary please
visit http://kaiser.nmusd.us.

Killybrooke Elementary

Killybrooke Elementary School was recognized as a Gold Ribbon
School for their success in implementing a college and career
readiness program centered on universal achievement (as a No
Excuses University school) and technology integration.

Killybrooke has made great strides in increasing achievement
of all students and closing the achievement gap for English
Learners and socio-economically disadvantaged students,
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through six systems designed to help all students achieve,
with technology (including 1:1 Chromebooks for students in
grades 3-6) used as a tool to maximize student learning.

Assessments show improvement, with Academic Performance Index
increasing from 667 to 867, English language arts proficiency
increasing from 27 percent to 67 percent, and math proficiency
increasing from 31 percent to 75 percent. Student scores
exceed County and State averages. Learn more about Killybrooke
Elementary at http://killybrooke.nmusd.us.

Paularino Elementary

Paularino Elementary School was recognized as a Gold Ribbon
School for their success in creating a culture of universal
achievement through their program, Reading Our Way to College.
Paularino Elementary became a No Excuses University school to
inspire students to attend college and also implemented an
Accelerated Reader program to encourage students to read
independently.

Implementation of these reading programs and other programs,
focused on improving students’ character virtues- such as
fairness, responsibility, respect, caring, trustworthiness and
good citizenship- have resulted in a 21 percent decline in the
number of students reading two or more years below grade
level. To learn more about Paularino Elementary please
visit http://paularino.nmusd.us.

Pomona Elementary

Pomona Elementary School was recognized as a Gold Ribbon
School for their reading instruction program, which uses small
group dynamics to deliver adaptive reading instruction for
students to achieve academic success. Students that require
intensive intervention are placed in groups as small as two,
while students who have mastered grade level foundational
skills receive teacher support to move beyond grade level
expectations.


http://killybrooke.nmusd.us/
http://paularino.nmusd.us/

The reading program, which is flexible and adjusted throughout
the year, has resulted in ten percent more students scoring at
benchmark reading levels. STAR testing data showed an 18
percent drop in students reading two or more years below grade
level. Learn more about Pomona Elementary
at http://pomona.nmusd.us.

Sonora Elementary

Sonora Elementary School was recognized as a Gold Ribbon
School for their No Excuses University: We are College Bound
program.

The We are College Bound program is designed to close the
achievement gap between students in traditionally low-
achieving sub-groups by implementing continuous data
assessments to develop individualized academic intervention
plans and address social-emotional and behavioral needs of
students.

Sonora Elementary has twice been named a California
Distinguished School and a Title 1 Achieving School. Learn
more about Sonora Elementary at http://sonora.nmusd.us.

Early College High School

In 2015, the first year of the California Gold Ribbon Program,
the California Department of Education recognized NMUSD’s
Early College High School (ECHS) with a Gold Ribbon Award.
ECHS partners with Coastline Community College to offer
students the opportunity to earn both a high school diploma
and a year or more of transferable college credit.

With a 100 percent graduation rate, ECHS offers smaller
classes, on-campus college classes, dual-credit classes,
easier transition to higher education and financial savings of
completing college credits in high school.

ECHS is top ten ranking among all public high schools Orange
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County and has the highest California Department of Education
rating of 10/10, for seven consecutive years. Learn more about
ECHS at http://earlycollege.nmusd.us.

Estancia Drama presents
Urinetown

Estancia High School’s award winning drama department ends the
2015-2016 season with the presentation of Urinetown, a
hilarious tale of greed, corruption, love and revolution in
which water is worth its weight in gold. The Tony award
winning musical sheds a satirical light on the drought,
extreme political agendas, and musical theatre itself.

Urinetown premiered on Broadway in 2001 with Estancia alumna
Spencer Kayden as Little Sally, the loveable pig-tailed girl
who helps explain the plot. Kayden is also known for her
membership in the recurring cast of comedians on the sketch
comedy series MADtv and also played the role of Mrs. Pepper in
the popular Nickelodeon kids series Blue’s Clues.

Performances will be held April 28 — 30 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Costa Mesa High Performing Arts Center, 2650 Fairview
Road. Tickets are $10 for students and $15 for general
admission and are currently available for presale. Tickets
will also be made available at the door.

For ticket information call Pauline Maranian at (949) 515-6537
or the ASB office at (949) 515-6506.
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TeWinkle Middle School
Teacher Receives Second
Fulbright Award

Brian Ristow, TeWinkle Middle School Special Education Teacher
and former Teacher of the Year, was awarded the Fulbright
Distinguished Award in Teaching from the United States
Department of State and the J. William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board.

Ristow is one of approximately 45 U.S. citizens who will
travel abroad through the Fulbright Distinguished Awards in
Teaching Program in 2016-2017. He will live and work in New
Zealand to learn about the culture, society and educational
system of New Zealand and share insights about the United
States with colleagues at his host school. Ristow previously
received Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund for Teachers Award.

“Brian is an outstanding educator and brings amazing qualities
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to the classroom,” said TeWinkle Midddle School Principal Kira
Hurst. “I am very happy for this opportunity for Brian to
learn about New Zealand's education system and hopefully bring
back exciting and new ideas to TeWinkle.”

The purpose of the Fulbright Program is to increase mutual
understanding between the people of the United States and
those in other countries. Recipients of Fulbright grants are
selected on the basis of academic and professional
achievement, as well as demonstrated leadership potential.

Fulbright recipients are among more than 50,000 individuals
participating in U.S. Department of State exchange programs
each year. The Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching
Program is administered by the Institute of International
Education. To learn more about the program click here.

CMHS students travel to New
Orleans for history and
musical tour

Costa Mesa High School is opening the doors of real world
music, history, and arts education in a once-in-a-lifetime
trip for a select number of students. To kick off their
spring break, fourteen members of the school band will be
traveling to New Orleans and immersing themselves in the local
history and jazz culture for five days.

They’ll be joined by fourteen members of the Huntington Beach
High School Band and several parents from both schools under
the leadership of Mrs. Sandy Gilboe and Mr. Gregg Gilboe,
directors of the bands at CMHS and HBHS, respectively.
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New Orleans is widely renowned as the birthplace of Jazz
music. The students will have the opportunity to experience
several live performances, including a visit to Snug Harbor
Bistro to hear Ellis Marsalis (patriarch of the famous
Marsalis jazz family), a private concert by the Preservation
Hall Jazz Band, and Cajun music and culture at Mulates
Restaurant.

Scheduled tours of the French Quarter, Oak Valley Plantation,
Cajun Pride Swamp, and the Natchez Steamboat will provide the
students a first-hand history lesson unlike any they have ever
experienced.

CMHS Foundation Annual
Meeting

The Costa Mesa High School Foundation will hold its annual
meeting on Friday, March 25 from 4 — 6 p.m. at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel Fireside Lounge.

The annual meeting, which is open to the public, will include
an introduction of the new Foundation Board of Directors, a
CMHS Arts Academy update, artist showcase and special
performances by the CMHS Madrigals and Music Department.

The Foundation was formed in 2003 to manage an endowment
donated by CJ Segerstrom & Sons that funds enhanced
educational opportunities at Costa Mesa Middle & High School.
The Foundation has contributed more than $500,000 in teacher
grants directly from the interest earned on the endowment. 1In
2013, the Foundation began to fundraise for additional
discretionary funding with the annual Gala and Home Tour.
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The CMHS Board of Directors includes parents, alumni and
teachers, as well as business and community leaders. Click
here for more information about the Costa Mesa High School
Foundation, and click here to RSVP to the annual meeting.

SCR’'s Junior Players Take the
Stage

The Witches, adapted by David Wood from Roald Dahl’s popular
fantasy novel, and directed by Mercy Vasquez, will be
presented by South Coast Repertory’s Junior Players in the
Nicholas Studio, March 12-20, 2016.

The cast are members of SCR’s Junior Players (grades 6-8),
chosen through audition after at least two years in the
Theatre Conservatory. These young actors attend class twice
weekly during the school year, with additional rehearsal time
prior to their annual performance.

The Junior Players portray all the roles in Wood’s stage
version, and include Costa Mesa residents Sasa Klein and
Caitlyn Roum in featured roles.

SCR’'s Junior Players (grades 5-8), Teen Players (grades 9-12)
and Summer Players (grades 4-12) present three productions
annually in the Nicholas Studio and Julianne Argyros Stage.
Players are chosen through audition from students in SCR
Theatre Conservatory’s Kids and Teen Acting Classes.
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Something for everyone at
Segerstrom Center for the
Arts

Segerstrom Center for the Arts will celebrate two milestones
during the 2016 — 2017 Season: the 30th Anniversary of
Segerstrom Center for the Arts and the 10th Anniversary of the
Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall and Samueli Theater,
both in September 2016.

This momentous season will celebrate the many performances,
artists and projects of the past and continue to add new,
innovative and community-inspired programming. The Center
invites the entire community to join in this season of
celebration.

The Center presents a broad range of programming for audiences
of all ages, including international ballet and dance,
national tours of top Broadway shows, intimate performances of
jazz and cabaret, contemporary artists, classical music
performed by renowned chamber orchestras and ensembles,
family-friendly programming, free performances open to the
public from outdoor movie screenings to dancing on the plaza
and many other special events.
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(photo courtesy: Segerstrom
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Segerstrom Center for the Arts is Orange County’s largest non-
profit arts organization. In addition to its six performance
venues, Segerstrom Center is also home to the American Ballet
Theatre William J. Gillespie School, where students ages 3 —
14 are taught by acclaimed teachers utilizing the renowned ABT
National Training Curriculum 1in studios utilized by the
world’s greatest dancers and choreographers.

The Center’s arts-in-education programs are designed to
inspire young people through the arts and reach hundreds of
thousands of students each year. In addition to the presenting
and producing institution Segerstrom Center for the Arts, the
14-acre campus also embraces the facilities of two independent
acclaimed organizations: Tony Award®-winning South Coast
Repertory and a site designated as the future home of the
Orange County Museum of Art.

Segerstrom Center for the Arts is also proud to serve as the
artistic home to three of the region’s major performing arts
organizations: Pacific Symphony, the Philharmonic Society of
Orange County and the Pacific Chorale, who contribute greatly
to the artistic life of the region with annual seasons at
Segerstrom Center for the Arts.
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